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OF HUMAN CULTURE, 
PEOPLE KNEW HOW TO 
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If we don't free 
ourselves to 
be ecstatically 
nue mel aCe 
happy, we 
may continue 
going to hell* —. 
while taking 
dita EOC 
down with us. 











Pen OK Canin em Cement ceive re tam 
displaced aggression, hormones in revolt, call it what you 
Teen eac eect eR een eect 
MeeeCes a en Mn eeeN tate erce te he 
Ime Myo enna MEN tomeany herent tec sant Ts 
et eee eee en 
kicks are the moves of the mosh pit — with slight variations 
ana en eee eee 
UT CER SU LU ORS UCR MLE CONC OTe CU 
OM nie Re Oe Ure eM eRe er cele 
The pre-dated swine flu mask protects the nostrils from 
TRU eR he COMOROS T UG 
swiftly and can function as powerful weapons to the beat 
of the music, Expect to be seriously hurt if you don't have 
Pena nn 








RULES eR M MELO Cone enn Cem tLe 
even O EMEC cUN a Tai R tenon EMC 
Serene MMT Om crn ia eee 
fit. Back slips, black eyes, ripped tees, banged thighs 
expect it if you plan on being in the tribe, Otherwise 
STORE ESOT MUa CoM ENCES UNCLE 





What does it mean to sound the revolution? Here's a few teasers that 
provide some hints — remember, it can't be said in words: 

















You gotta go beyond dance: no 
choreography, let the body be 
free to move without purpose. 


Recognize that whatever the great 
mystery or god is, it hates all 
reasonable and tamed definitions. 








Meditation without wild 
ecstasy is a dead end. 









Dont sit still when you are 
excited, Get up and move! 





The wisdom of the East is as ignorant as the 
wisdom of the West. Look where both have 
gotten us. Let's consider the wisdom of 
Mother Africa, the ancestral culture that 
honored rhythms more than words. 










The revolution is through 





sounding it and allowing The trouble with gurus is that 
yourself to be fully shaken. they don't have a rhythm, 
they don't shake and 


they don't wiggle their ass. 





This is the revolution: Shake everything up — your 
body, mind, heart, ideas, understandings and everyday 
routines. Shake yourself into ecstatic truth. 


Bradford Keeney, PuD, chronicles the world’s 
healing practices in his 11-volume encyclopedia, 
Profiles of Healing. To learn more about the old 

ways of ecstatic shaking, visit shakingmedicine.com 


this is how. 
i it all begins 








‘Tensta Kontshall 


A few people start breaking their old patterns, embracing what they love 

(and in the process discovering what they hate), daydreaming, question- : 
ing, rebelling. What happens naturally then, according to revolutions past, ; 
is a groundswell of support for this new way of being, with more and more 

people empowered to perform new gestures unencumbered by history. 
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and lives. 
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The way out of suffering is the Noble Eightfold Path. 











ROOM cee eeu eto tee 
Pee eee ran eet cee 
20,000 Christians during his rule (284-305). Even so, 
Neen eC ECC aererTaCs 
Mediterranean basin. In 324 Christianity became the 
PCr Rene a cma ec tenets 





The Idea That Overthrew the Roman Empire 


“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth. 
But I tell you, Do not resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if someone wants to sue you 

and take your tunic, let him have your cloak as well. If someone forces you 
ior cM RU COM Con Cores CaCO COREE 
CON any CRC nC nemo hrate Rea nce 

Crome ut tae yacimerecn con Corsten Corte Ete te ieres ier od 





Muhammad sparked the first genuine national insurgency in 
antiquity. He was, above all, a revolutionary ~ a fiery religious 
leader who claimed divine authority. Rather than simply seeking 
to defeat a foreign enemy, Muhammad worked to replace the 
entire Arabian social order with a new one based on spiritual 
ritual and divine law. His revolution — Islam - changed forever 
the spiritual, economic and political situation of his people. 


The most vicious 
and widespread 
insurrection in 
English history, the 
revolt marked the 
beginning of the end of 





serfdom in medieval England. 
Though the rebellion itself was 
crushed, it opened the eyes of 
the upper classes to the misery of 
the poor and made clear the need to 
reform feudalism. 
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(AKA WAT TYLER’S REBELLION) 


1381 


Revolutionary Idea: 
The church erred in its teaching of the doctrine of 
indulgences (sins forgiven by clergy in exchange for 
money). Martin Luther argued instead that Christians 
should be taught that giving to the poor is better than 
buying pardons. 


Revolutionary Action: 
In October 1517, Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses 
on the Power and Efficacy of Indulgences to the door of 


M A RT | N the All Saints’ Church in Wittenburg, unwittingly be- 
ginning the Protestant Reformation. He later translat- 
ed the Bible from Latin into German, the language of 

LUTHER cn: 


Revolution: 

The authority of the Roman Catholic Church weak- 
ened. Masses of believers across Europe (and even- 
tually the world) inspired by the teachings of Martin 
Luther and John Calvin, began to look to the Bible 
rather than to Rome for spiritual authority. 








THE AMERICAN 


REVOLUTION 
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Uprising against British tyranny by American 
patriots gives birth to a free nation. 


SUN Emenee Rote oon 
EN ME NRO Me CEC Lia yee onticaeny 
RN nee Coun Rico ae SETA 
and the safety of our bleeding country will 
depend. Remember, officers and soldiers, 
TER OUR icons Mest ntsn a omens 

PCS TR a Same cool om ia elte 
Oe MRS Tela tec aa Me (ogc 
Preto MAC mea Bc orrmeneticiel 
Greg rs Cte ime Cease ta teeta 
Boston, Charlestown and other places, 
SPEER Cgc Cancomee cones menote 
own land, and in the best of causes, can do 
against hirelings and mercenaries. Be cool, 
Pci Ciccen eno s cee eke leno 








nea mS nme cee Ug 
Teac eRe eek REELS EN 
PEE Con enn ata Rela ema Kcd 
Rpt elteo ns Cee eth ece Ce cE 
an example. He hopes no such will be found 
PORN Cet neces Taare 
Ce om trot exoce ba hrem core Ce mea Lo 
and trusting in the smiles of Heaven upon 
Rope Rest Mer Relea 

EVR cots MRE Beeler mas Beta 
emulate and imitate their brave countrymen 
PreMeles tom etek o. toate Renee) 

doubt they will, by a glorious victory save 
Pormeo tren ment eee tte cme noha 
Strrtnateyae:]BneaToed 
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Washingtor 
Soa et ene 








NM ss Barr ai % i aaa 1 
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BCS eed a eo KB lire ORK eN oe econ meee a tw eel 
LUC S aOR eS R TL Men C Ce Ty ROPE azote CAD 3 
Oe an yu nie een) eee M TRO Cer on ore atts he 
Poa aerate one en ECs OIE ete aM Urea ae TS 
eo see kenmore TG as — 
along the lines of the terrifying inhuman screech of the parasitic evil spirit that is 
signals its important protest when it is losing possession of its host human body ~ 
SRSA ene com rca Zae Onin ae ter ner teas te torts Be 
Oe AC) MSE Akon CoM ea ee Se Ent oleate Dstt ene tm FY 
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SOU CHET as rere aie EMS ORM ECan tans COnme lcs errr 
“But there do exist, I can assure you, souls that are feeling and pure; it exists, 
Post eos CCE msc) oer omntone nt Re ake 
magnanimous hearts; that deep horror of tyranny, that compassionate zeal for 
Bey ements core aoa ts POSTON ees ete Conma cea ey Tn CCeeTTel 
Na CEM EMA a OEE ecco sO BCT a we Tromee ra Reta 
Roemer at oe aaa Lao et lnk eye etek 
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m Robespierre or the “Divine Violence” of Terror, Slavoj Zizek 
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BURNS epee oneal reattach once meee 
NEO eral nest oss eB LU Reo aL Omaconemen tae Comoe keel out 
world. Unlike the American Revolution of 1776 and the French Revolution of 1789, the Haitian 
Pitan ae( Metered Mer eR one ere C Nc oNmiLie CRO acl ements 

La KWAN ET eCn core CemS ilecm sa thocan bn htdel asa toree) Cote ee me Meester Bec) ittsCottcty (cc) 

ET Reo oo Ren Eon m Me Neon Re ome Ree pecs M say een L Ce sere 
confrontation with the subject until the insurrection in their major colony made action 
TUT Ch ly MO Me BsEls ease cine tia Seam CeCe aot) Co 

MMe OMme Rate amc Ro mats Cory kod ee Olin 





understanding of the revolutionary era is not complete unless it takes account 
of this upheaval, the only successful slave revolt in history and one that led to 
Pneage soem cerca rescay Oebromt i Colorect kee 
color. The French colony of Saint-Domingue had been the source of half 

the world’s sugar and coffee; the revolution there shook the foundations 
enna Cen Com Ene Ce NBM ren eetia lel 

tied the Atlantic world together for three centuries. The saga of 

the black insurrection and of its legendary leader, Toussaint 
PRIUS CRC e Sone nee ty Crit 


Diaspora and the non-Western world ever since. More 
somberly, in Europe and the United States, the reaction i ce} @ 
PON Bs CeCe eMac aoe e Cac 
prejudices that haunt the globe even today. 
THE MEXICAN 
REVOLUTION 


Mexican peasants and cowboys led by Emiliano 


mW ote 
Omen 






Pree Me ae aa 
of Porfirio Diaz and break the grip of the wealthy 
: Parents 
HAITI’S SLAVE 1917 





ei ee 
REBELLION 


A rebellion by socialists, African-Americans and 
indigenous people against military conscription 
Perrone Rete ants 


An Oklahoman Seminole woman, whose uncle was a leader in the movement, 
Rona Ue eRe Macaw a AcE Bl Clk meS 
(encase Se MCR ene Re em Ce Re brad reer 
ENS enna RY Coane nce nea ORI Loe 
Renee tee om Cen snettcecont Comeltiecrtt amas 
bravery would be remembered and copied. That has been the Indian way for 
Renate CMR SNES CeO reco Reem mene maim eRe Cc 
Pico meme Torment CR Bet Reece eT tm Canc N Mel cam eset el 
years, but that is how we continue and eventually prevail.” 





RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 





De a ae ar een ee aCe Le DALE) CEN OMT Re Tee CR ee ee aR 


Every great revolution, and a social revolution in particular, even if there were 
Rm Acree tee okey aisles ce Retest 
OB neon rac neon rR cen Bn) Momsen Ce tart tot 
Ofer kU a cA ou EMR roa Bion Rea ROE ees ny oe Rec 
Torso uate inom Ce ae aare tee ETT Renters Reece ETE 
Po ontoneto desiree getty ciety oes hare 
poe nme be aoe ee ets ret eo se etna tt 
Pees ener hs Sameer Reamer ectineen th Cerne ton 
cannot but “reveal themselves” during such a profound revolution. And these 
OS terol ilcrac ts Cece Carer Reon Mle ae aE ETE 
area eee een Mcoret eomcetecenee etka sr ete ceca 
ent Mens Cee One ee Oe NG Re eee eee Cee 
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Vladimir Lenin 
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by Mao Zedong evade destruction by eae 


significance?” We answer that the Long March is the first 
ee CeCe NOMA Ce eee Coes 
Seen ee nee nes ne ent 
Pre ena OMRON nC Rs eure ers ad 
OC tae Ce nmr 

EU an ra ere Coma ROR CR Las 

Pr emnarccom ne nece it nl Tra ron keen at 
ROR een BEN RRC a ETN 
pursued, obstructed and intercepted by a huge force of 
Per MRC ROMER Ceo car cence Cl 
Ta ee U ok RR NRCS A Remon (ed 
Rue eR ene suena isme ented 

li through the length and breadth of 11 provinces. Let us 

ask, has history ever known a long march to equal ours? No, 
never. The Long March is a manifesto. It has proclaimed to 
PCR g CREO ee Ee eee emai asi 
Pear nee ut emia rant CMe tentacle ts aot) 
PV AEC Ty elie CCS KOE eRe onetlecom een) 
encircle, pursue, obstruct and intercept us. The Long March 
SOR NOE Bec HER Oreos Een ce monroe} 








Popo RPO eu rnu ermal 
TR eB Crete mer Robe Tel 
Without the Long March, how could the 
DCRR ME evan shell 
Dose aU rrcaeatie Rona mente 
Red Army embodies? The Long March is also 
a seeding-machine. In the eleven provinces 
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AON M eae REO 

PU a Cisne eet oe OER Cot men oD Kets 
March has ended with victory for us and 
Peearra eee oneal ces taste aot 
March to victory? The Communist Party. 
Asean ie seme wary 
ae rtip es Racers BEA Bi Cee h le) Co 
The Chinese Communist Party, its leadership, 
BleKerte ee B Buon oe ecm Retire (ec) 
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CURR B cer R aS ee Ronee a 
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re DNs SiN Ra soe RANE ACRE 
OORT ee eames Ta 
AARP ann SUC Uenm Coane o Raed 
PSC MC CME Reece CMe en Cesc VirZ lone s nTet i 
textiles. He pulled out'@Spinning wheel. He said, “Anything 
Preeti een Chere tacts rece herte mean 
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Richard Huelsenbeck 


God is dead. If I can’t dance, it’s 


We want to make men better, to make not my revolution! 
them understand that the only fraternity 
that life is beauty 
concentrated at the height of a wire rising 
towards the trembling blue brightness, 
magnetically bound to the earth by our loving 
eyes, which are like snow covering a peak. 
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PETER FUTURISM SPANISH 


KROPOTKIN ene 


Above all, there was a belief in the 
revolution and the future, a feeling 

of having suddenly emerged into an 
era of equality and freedom. Human 


We are advocating daily, 
methodical heroism, a taste 


We need the great events that roughly 
for desperation, for which 


break the thread of history, shake 
humanity out of the ruts in which it is beit i 
: : vere trying to behave as 
; has, a habit for enthusiasm, Sate 
stuck, and propel it towards new ways, : : i i 
se Sa oe eaves abanaseuienr to vertias: human beings and not as cogs in the 
owal ¢ unknown, towards the / capitalist machine. 


search for the ideal. 
P. T. Marinetti \ 


George Orwell 


the heart gives everything it 
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MAU 
MAU 
UPRISING 


Kenyans fight tooth and nail against British forces 
to win their freedom in one of history’s most 
Ree ee reer see ML LGD 
Rete ep eee gage 
tate ae ere ae Tae) 
Preteens ate e cage 





1956-1959 - 





A revolution is not a bed of roses. A revolution is'a struggle 
between the future and the past. 


POSSI 





THE CUBAN 
REVOLUTION 


The small insurrectionary force of Fidel Castro and Che Guevara 
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a transcendence, an object: to end exploitation, to govern themselves by and for 
themselves, to construct a way of life. The armed struggle breaks up the old routine life 
of the countryside and villages, excites, exalts, and opens wide the doors of the future. 
aero gece ee ais een cea seer econ ng 
own hands. And by seizing it they themselves are transformed; confidence in their own 
strengths soars, and they turn their energy and their experience to the task of building, 
governing and deciding their own lives for themselves. 





Adolfo Gilly, from the introduction to A Dying Colonialism 








1925-1965 
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AMERICAN 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
MOVEMENT 


ue UR aoe ers 
Pee Cea eee end 
institutionalized racism. 


ene eee en 
Mahatma Gandhi the tactics. 
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1966 


BLACK 
PANTHERS 








MALCOLM X 


Centar e encode ncn 
PaO eae eRe siren yaa 
Cre etsa een nae ssac rts 
Peete Rene ent anic 








Bene ag enone 
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We will wreck this world. We will light the first beacons to herald 


Ue UT Roa cL Nk 


Pe CMR ns ic sates ee og ee kot! 
Ree MOS Mer eee ev MeO eet noe 
CO cee Se 
PCr enn One Oe mee er rd ents 
Picea maa Ocean ested 
OR SEE em oe Deno sg 
campuses, sang songs, issued manifestos, sprayed slogans like live 
without dead time and down with the spectacular-commodity 
TEN Cacem er Ream cS cocks eit nr og 
of their time in the most visceral way. The breadth of the dissent 
SE OOU C ae ere Co et en ens eel aCe as 
music students called for ‘wild and ephemeral music’ footballers 









It was “the largest general strike that 
enc nee ener 
PO ean eee Moerman 
Peer han coi incommarnn nace 
eC ent bar ncent 
CE Rance Cee DT neat 
Pee eee OTM omeTOn Tt (0) 
people marched in Bonn, and 3,000 took 

to the streets in Rome. Three days later, 
BCR ACO Un MORO ACOSO eve 
BU oat Ome ene oc RSet eg 
Pecos om CIM MoS Cero 
erupted in Madrid, Berkeley, New York City, 
eee UR Te mn er ee 


s meee ACU Toth Coee Peta Cn MATS Ey 


vl Tokyo, Osaka, Ean aa 
a es esta ane 
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| VIETNAMESE 
ANTICOLONIAL 
Se 


Se ear eC ey ae 
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rrilla warfare is not to wage large-scale 
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mentally, and finally to annihilate him. Wherever he goes, he! 
Aron eneeners com tratea Peer Scot id 
ae oe ema Cre Ra are oO org 
in their letters: ‘In Viet Nam, death is lying in wait for usin 
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1971 PUNK ie 


EARTH FIRST! 


GREENPEACE : 


Convinced that the mainstream 
- environmental movement had sold 
e God save the Queen, the out, Dave Foreman advocated militant 
Activists launched boats from Vancouver, fascist regime —Sex Pistols action in defense of the Earth including 
Canada, to oppose nuclear testing in Alaska. environmental sabotage techniques 
An environmental institution was born. known as monkeywrenching. 









Ttell you plainly that a dark, dangerous future lies ahead 
aie caon cose kas Orn entry ts 

AY Tw rey oe aceasta cco) 

eer mat cnt se eer acitg 


Pe eo ee eens 


PR ALLA CSS resi ame CEC nt 

_ forces at your disposal than the Lord of the Martyrs (upon 
RUM roo MUNRO UR entreted a ROU OLETTS 
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SRC cee Ron acoee om coe int Cnenetny 
Picea nanan ncaa cole cssmnreys 
Prato Rsa snore rewire cee nek Cy gece cs 
Pre eee carneaen time kerta eaten cao ng 
Rinaeea seco ven inne Utica eam Semicon intra 
Ba rece t coke am OCs CLL DT LEC een nT aoe Le} 
SUE acne no ccce men Romney 
to kiss his hand. And if you sit silently by, you too will be 
respected, but it will be the kind of respect that is given to a 
Peteen Cote ist acac loge aratn Meaning 
Reem GEMS tee 
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October 1971 














BU oncom ge Ric een me sat y 
Czechoslovakia - was Pravda vitezi, the old Hussite 
slogan, adopted by Masaryk, ‘Truth shall prevail; 
or, in the still more ancient Latin, Magna est veritas 
Perrone ata neta erent 
Oat a centetnn ere nan nn eRe Rica 
of truth for communism, There is a real sense in 


eee a oem hee 


Panay 

OSU EA TCO BLE roe ew COTO 
PCRS OT ERS cece SUL 
SOR ec eM Be oe UAC nt 
Deen eit Cmte Reena 
‘Free elections!’ ‘Freedom!’ And the walls of Jericho 
fell. And with the walls, the communist parties 
Srey ae CON ce ata ee 
Daca es Cor cuca an oe 

DET ES enna ORO On EN eNOS Oni 
leaving for good, In January 1990, the Polish United 
OTe isan tm Mtn coe ts 
East Germany’s Socialist Unity Party lost its leading 
role, its name, and at least half its members. The 
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ence mV Cn onan ma 
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‘Timothy Garton Ash, We the People: The 
Mor oom on eet ere 
Budapest, Berlin and Prague 


1989 
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peacefully. If occupation were to come to an end and our 
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THE ZAPATISTA 
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~ UPRISING 
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poverished communities, the indigenous people of 
Chiapas Mexico, descend from the mountains in 
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PV Rese elec cs Reson 
Pareto ert iez Tel aCe Cone BSC (e-1h 
Imagination (Carnivals of Resistance). Expésito’s film explores 
BY Oe aaa een um once he Cr kee 
Pca yo coo es eee aeRO RoI omen CRC Lc 
Penns trn mer ntanta nn rea hme a ig 
and conviviality, you are not going to change anything... We 
wanted to get away from a traditional confrontational protest 
situation and prefigure our imagined world in the moment of 
the protest itself.” 

Dae CL Ue eeu cen mroce tented i 
Piao cum ened CeO Tan 
PETROL ioe MICRO ORAS Coy CME EL OME 
Penn Ca eno ee ene cre Coe mts 
DED em UE eee aC ne eee cone ome 
Reece antennae nec nt 
equality tomorrow. Subcomangate Marcos, the influential 
Be cs Mon NOM AT Seas ETc SET ig 
Dero OM CTA a Oceano lg 

to socialist patterns of realism, that is as men and women 

PO ena commen aren Tec RN Tet 
Ton SE eon ee CL 

Ce Aa AUC Ne nan Cok a MG on CTS 
Coen one inan oma TT 

Bakhtin. Expésito’s film is structured around a series of 
PaO ene ao ee Lee Re CME seh 
CCE Cet nC Earn 
Rene C etme cen Cann cam ROn TS 
Cue omen eat se Ke ROOT REN ono 

This freedom allowed them to parody “normal life” — not 
eanEU saa el MEGS eR NaC nS 
Ronee neon eta oer err a 
Cerne R a eo 
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SECOND 
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The Palestinian territories explode in open revolt 
om OR eee ee eae at a OL 
Temple Mount. Israeli forces are met with stone 
TN EL Mee TS oO Ce LCL 
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Authored by an anonymous group of French activists 
PUB eee eared Le Ra REL ok Ce 
The Coming Insurrection is a manual that predicts 
aed eee Re eee ee ed 
outlines a strategy for revolution. Written in the wake 
of widespread riots that gripped French suburbs in 
PL a eR ag ee ER ee 
manifesto, a Situationist-inspired call to arms. The 
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2009 


IRANIAN ELECTION REVOLT 


Previously unimaginable protests erupt in Iran after 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is reelected amid claims of 
Nae Cs sca iene 


2006 
SOMALI PIRATES 


Menara Sen ETS ANT TACT Vee a 
and grapplinghooks, Somali pirates take to the seas 
in rickety skiffs to hijack massive oil tankers, luxury 
yachts and heavy weapons shipments. 
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viewed as Robin Hood style heroes. They earned 
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ships that pass the Gulfof Aden each year and 
taking direct action against the world’s inequitable 
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THE PEOPLE’S 
CONFERENCE 
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CHANGE AND 
THE RIGHTS 
OF MOTHER 
EARTH 
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climate talks. Participants demanded 
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THE SECOND 
GREAT 
GLOBAL 
UPRISING 








The Paris riot of May 1968 was the largest wildcat strike that ever stopped the 
economy of an advanced industrial country, and the weeks of worldwide rioting 
that followed was the first global general strike in history. But this brief, hot, 
Situationist-inspired happening stopped short of becoming a full-fledged global 
mindshift. The riots died down. The protests petered out. Governments restored 
control, and the status quo crept back in. The Situationists failed to get the ball over 
the line, so to speak, because they were, in several respects, ahead of their time. The 
spectacular, mediated world of spectacle they so compellingly described and 
menacing implications were too new and strange for people in the 60s to fully grasp. 
And the Situationists themselves were, I think, caught wrong-footed. They and the 
students, workers, artists and intellectuals they inspired didn’t have their memes 
figured out. At the height of the uprisings, when they had the ear of the world, they 
did not know what to say beyond a few cryptic pronouncements: “The Beginning 

of an Epoch,” said the Situationist: ‘he death rattle of the historical irrelevants,” 
said Zbigniew Brzezinski, national security advisor to the US president. 








But we've had 40 years to think about what the Situationists were talking about, 
and it’s finally starting to make sense. In that time, modern media culture has 
metastasized. Consumer capitalism has triumphed. We're in the spectacle. The 
spectacle is in us, We are living in what Guy Debord, in the last years of his life, 
described as the “integrated spectacle,” characterized by “incessant technological 
renewal, integration of state and economy, generalized secrecy, unanswerable lies, 
an eternal present.” 


Today, as ecosystems crash, climate tipping points loom and a last mad scramble is 
underway for what's left of the world’s resources, a confused and deeply troubled 
population is ready to act out. “Direct our cynicism, direct our rage,” they seem to 
be saying. Forty years ago the Situationists had a half-baked idea about détourning 
consumer capitalism, putting power in the hands of the people and constructing 

a spontaneous new way of life. Now it’s up to a new crop of culture jammers and 
creatives with a fresh set of memes and strategies to finish the job. 


Kalle Lasn, Culture Jam 
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Dear Adbusters, 


Your subvertisement titled “Pfizer: 
Why don't we put this company 
‘out of business?” (Adbusters, #90] 
is a step in the right direction, 
but your three-strikes out rule 
for corporations falls short of the 
change we need. 


The root of the problem is not 
in some moral failing of Pfizer 
Inc. That company did precisely 
what it is “supposed to do”. It is 
compelled by competition and 
its charter to maximize profits for 
its stockholders, while ignoring 
or even covering up any adverse 
consequences. 


To behave honorably puts a 
company at a competitive 
disadvantage, and so a CEO who 
exhibits any conscience will be 
quickly replaced. The fines levied 
for a company's crimes are so 
small, compared to its annual 
profits, that they are seen as 

simply part of the cost of doing 
business. And Congress will not 
change the laws as long as they 
continue to receive large campaign 
contributions from corporations. 


We need to overhaul not just 
Pfizer, but the entire economic 

and cultural system. A three- 
strikes rule suggests that the 
system is basically workable and 
merely needs a bit of fine-tuning to 
eliminate “a few bad apples,” but in 
fact the entire tree is poisoned. 


Erie Schechter, Nashville, TN 


WHOLE BRAIN CATALOG 
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BP +ME 


Like a cancerous tumor, the 
oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico 

is exterminating life along the 
Gulf and Atlantic coastlines with 
reckless abandon. But focusing 
only on BP misses the big picture. 
According to the Department of 
Energy, 71 percent of American 

oil consumption goes toward 
transportation. We would not 
need 4,000 oil rigs in the Gulf 

of Mexico if there were not 
250,000,000 passenger vehicles 
endlessly burning gasoline across 
200,000 miles of highways and 
urban streets. 


Every gasoline-pumping 
American over the age of 16 
shares the guilt for what's 
happening in the Gulf. If life 
beyond today’s generation is 
to survive, it will be because 
of at least two changes: 
abandoning the automobile 
and rebuilding human-size 
villages and cities. It starts by 
dropping the keys so Florida 
can get hers back some day. 


Kevin Monahan, Chicago, IL 








NUN 








San Franc’ 
Billboard Liberation 
Front has been 
jamming ads for ov 
30 years. Their most 
détournment, 
Phillip Morris ad on 
Van Ness street, packs 
quite a punch. 
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THE FREEDOM FLOTILLA 


Despite the attempts by Israel to dictate its 
version of the events surrounding the raid on the 
Mavi Marmara, the reality is clear in the popular 
consciousness, Both the raid and the Israeli 

PR offensive that followed have backfired and 
serve to further entrench Israel's reputation as a 
pariah state. The question that has to be asked 
is why Israel decided to violate international 

law and pursue its dispute with international aid 
workers as violently as it did. 


The raid was a reaction against a rising tide 

of civil disobedience challenging the Israeli 
regime. In the village of Beit Jala, Palestinians 
are lining up in the street to shout, chant and 
sing rather than resort to violence. The attack 
on the Mavi Marmara was intended to warn 
others engaged in peaceful resistance that 
they will suffer the same fate, The unusually 
strong international outcry following the raid 
suggests that there is a widening gap between 
the Israeli regime's self-perception and how it is. 
viewed abroad. Although most governments are 
unlikely to move beyond verbal condemnations 
to concrete action, Israel can no longer take 
international complicity for granted. 


The Israeli people have to wake up to the 
international perception of their regime and 
set the process of change in motion. 


Benedict Rutherford 


DEPRESSION 


In your last issue (Adbusters, #89] Jeffrey Andreoni wrote a piece 
entitled "Why Can't | Feel What | See?” In it Andreoni asked, "Why 

is my generation, one of privilege and wealth, experiencing higher 
rates of depression than any previous generation?” 


Could it be because we are inundated with so much 
information? From the hoards of subliminal messages 

that teach us to inhale shiny objects to the more obvious 
manifestations that train us to believe happiness and money 
have a fifty-fifty relationship. 


Too much information means too many choices, which is ruining 
cour ability to distinguish toxic information from valid knowledge. 


With so many choices we can't form an opinion, so we look 
upon someone else to make those choices for us. We need 
instructions for almost every facet of life. We are told what to 
eat, how to attract the opposite sex, how to wash our clothes, 
how to get rich or how to stay poor. 


Who are these instruction police? They are the aggressive, 
brand power peddlers that tell you what to do ~ and when and 
how to do it. And we are the passive generation that grants 
them the power to do so. 


We're losing our ability to reason and experiencing increasing 
levels of doubt, anxiety and depression. We care too much 
about our extrinsic selves that we have a dwindling relationship 
with compassion, kindness and love. 


Oris it that my generation is just bored with life? 


Deepi Harish, Mississauga, ON 








Dear Adbusters, 


I attended a story reading session ata 
local bar in LA. Of course after along 
day I wanted a drink, so the bouncer 
checked my ID and then asked for my 
right wrist. Me being the good robot 
that I am, offered my wrist and was 
promptly tagged with this beautiful 
piece of marketing. I made a promise 
to myself last night, I will never ever 
drink Heineken again in my life, I 
stopped drinking it back in college 
anyways but it’s now on my own 
personal corporate blacklist. 
Sincerely, 

Shaheen 








NEGATIVITY, 
Dear Adbusters, 


Your magazine leaves me 
conflicted and I'm wondering if the 
“anti-" approach is really helpful. 
agree that in order for any problem 
to be fixed, you must understand 
what it is. You can't fight an enemy 
you can't see. It’s true, society is 
very sick, our Earth is in decline and 
we've dismantled our faculty for 
critical, independent thinking. All of 
these issues are every bit as serious 
as you make them out to be. 


But what is accomplished by the 
overwhelming amount of negativity? 
It's like Pandora's box; you have 
released all but hope. 


“What can be done? What can 
we do? Go out and love, love, love 
everyone,” —Akron/Family 


Respecttully, 
Kendall 


HOW TO DO IT 
Dear Adbusters, 


I would love to see Adbusters publish 
a how-to guide. 


Way back in the late 90s you 
published a section on how to make 
stink bombs out of glass jars and 
paint bombs out of egg shells. It was 
all so great to read as a 19 year old. 
Now at the ripe old age of 30, Ineed 
anew how-to guide. 


Help me learn how to stay anonymous 
online and in real life, keep my public 
records off third party companies and 
buy real food — and seeds that won't 
commit suicide. 


Ruzena Maturova 





Hey Adbusters, here is a photo taken 
by me at the Magdalen Islands (iles de 
la Madeleine), Québec, Canada 

Long live Adbusters!!! 

Caroline De 1a Motte 
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ECOPSYCHOLOGY 
Hey Adbusters, 


| suffer from parasomnia which in 
my case means | have episodes 

of sleepwalking that overlap with 
night terrors. Recently | began 
having episodes two to three 
times a week and my behavior was 
becoming quite dangerous. | was 
sent to a sleep psychologist in an 
attempt to get my episodes under 
control. It turns out that they are 
directly related to stress and tend 
to get noticeably worse during 
stressful times. As expected, | 

was prescribed pharmaceuticals 
(Clonazepam) on my second 

visit without attempting any 
alternatives. | have always been 
skeptical of allowing a pill to alter 
my brain chemistry and after 
reading the Ecopsychology portion 
along with the article concerning 
stress by Priscilla Long [Adbusters, 
#89); | was determined to devise 

a treatment plan for myself that 
involved exercise as well as nature. 


By consciously making an effort 
to spend as much time outside as 
possible, | have seen a noticeable 
improvement. The simple act of 
riding a bike instead of driving my 
car has been great exercise both 
physically and mentally. Instead 
of spending my free time emptily 


gazing into a bright computer 
screen, I'l simply step outside 
and admire the inherent beauty 
within nature. If I'm tired, I'l sleep 
outside and let my subconscious 
mind reap the benefits of being 
surrounded by the outdoors. 
Instead of dreading the stormy 
days that summer brings, | 
calmly admire the absolute and 
undeniable power of the natural 
world. The euphoric qualities of 
nature have been proven as an 
effective treatment in my case and 
Ihave not had a single episode in 
over three weeks. 


Nature is the most organic remedy 
of all, yet we neglect its healing 
potential on a daily basis. While | 
do acknowledge that nature can't 
fix everything, | do believe that it 

is an essential stepping stone in 
repairing our psyches. Itis time to 
reclaim or sanity through natural 
means; we are long overdue. 


Get outside and live. 


Collin Lamkin 


Send us your stories, 
photographs, epiphanies: 
editor@adbusters.org 
artdirector@adbusters.org 
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My dearest Revolution, 


How | miss you in my life. | remember clearly letting 
you slip away, thinking to myself it would be alright. 
But as the days and weeks turned into months and 
then years, | find myself searching for you time and 
time again. | swear | catch glimpses of you in different 
places, but they are just fleeting, teasing illusions. 


From time to time I see your friend Discontent stirring 
up protests, and | think you must not be far behind. 
But the violence he stirs up is often aimless and 
misguided, merely attempting to disrupt, with no hope 
for a lasting change. | watched the mobs protest at 
the G8 meeting in Genoa and my heart beat a little 
bit faster watching their pure energy, feeling you must 
be there to lead them forward to a better world. But 
the protesters were herded up at night, pushed away, 
knocked back time and time again, and one was even 
shot. And then it was over. The stage was gone; the 
world was left unchanged. 


| forgive you for your infidelity with Fidel, After all, 

at the time he certainly needed you. And anyone, 
anything, was better than what they had. Even from 
afar, that affair rocked the world: The passion you 
gave to each other left us awestruck. But like so 
many others, once he got what he wanted he pushed 
you away, beyond the reach of those who once 
breathlessly gasped your name. 


Still | watch the politicians blithely ignore the will 

of their people, certain that your name must be 
remembered. | sit up straighter, my breath ragged, 
thinking of how things will change once your presence 
is felt. When | realize you are nowhere to be found, | 
sag back into my seat. 


But | haven't abandoned all hope: | still look for you. 


| was sure I'd get a glimpse of you when oil filled 

the Gulf of Mexico. | was sure the environmentalists 
would join forces with the natives to call you out and 
demand change. But the lawyers got there first. | wept 
bitter tears when instead of demanding change, they 
demanded money. Twenty billion dollars - the price 
we have finally put on the environment. Between you 
and me, it's way too low. 


Your appearances have been so rare and fleeting 
these days that people have forgotten what you look 
like. Everyone is pretending that they're somehow in 
league with you. Even cars claim to be “revolutionary” 
now. Gadgets, too. They use your favorite color - wet, 
blood red - to get our attention. But when the ad 
agencies mimic you, it only makes me miss you more. 


Revolution, | need you back. | cannot stand another 
day without you. | want everyone to feel the passion 
you bring out in me: the longing for a better world. 


Come back, darling, Please. | need you. 
All my love, 
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BP's gushingoil may have been a mile under 
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sunny bay, but the image ofan abyss spewing 

fuel pounded at their minds. They carried it with 
them, and although their subconscious sprayed 
dispersant, existential questions laid siege to the 
shores of their mindscape. That their children 
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corporate, industrial ecocide may be even worse 
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HEY ZUCK, 


YOU'RE THE MAN 


Has one of your friends ever called you “the 
man"? You know: “Hey, Silkie! Thanks for those 
Knicks tickets. You're the man.” Or this: “Hey, 
Frank, thanks for helping me move ... you're 
the man!" Well, if you've been called “the man 
then you're a victim of a cultural meme shift. A 
what? Yes, a cultural meme shift. I know what 
you're thinking: "What the fuck is this guy 
talking about?" 


Well, listen up, people. There was a time, a 
time whose hand must rise again, like an hour 
hand coming up to midnight, time to reclaim a 
historical cultural meme: The Man. 


Not so long ago a whole generation rose up 
against The Man, refused to work for The Man 
or to buy into The Man's lifestyle: shiny new 
car, $80 Tees, pretentious housing, junk food 
and Coke. All this expensive crap - expensive in 
real (true-cost) terms - was brought to you by, 
you guessed it, The Man. 


Being called “the man" was an insult then. 
But now, 40 years on, it's an honor: “Did 
you see Johnny pick up that foxy brunette? 
He's the man!" 


What happened? T'll tell you what happened: 
acultural meme shift. 


You see, “The Man" was a code word that 
beatniks used and that hippies adopted. To 
be hip meant you were in the know. You hip 
to that? To be hip meant you knew what was 
really going on: The Man was suppressing 


people. He was everywhere stopping 
people from enjoying their freedom, The 
Man set up the draft and sent 18-year- 
olds overseas to kill other people. And to 
be killed: more than 50,000 of them. 


The Man said life was about status, power 
and accumulating stuff he sold, The Man 
said you had to work your butt off so 

you could buy all this shit. The Man made 
pot illegal. The Man also said there would 
be no fucking in the streets. And those 
hippies just loved fucking in the streets. 
Who wouldn't? I mean, is that freedom or 
what? But I digress. The reason for the 
meme shift comes down to this: 


Those original FUCK. YOU MAN, 
L AIN'T FIGHTING IN 
YOUR WAR brothers and sisters, 
with the courage to stand up and call out 
the lies mouthed by the so-called elite 
from their positions of power and wealth, 


those once brave brothers and sisters, 
sold out to The Man. Or most of them did. 


Some of the sellouts are now the ones 
with power and wealth. They became The 
Man. The people are lied to, still. But no 
one is drafted. Just OU, MA And without 


any FUCK YOU, MAN, the 


suppressing and killing goes on. 
Simple as that, man. 


Jason McCelvey 
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A REVOLUTION OF THE POSSIBLE 


“One after the other, the injured were carried, 
rushed and dragged Inside the temple compound. 
On bamboo mats, blankets, anything to hand, they 
were carried in bloodied and screaming. Fearless 
Red Shirt volunteers did what they could. They used 
towels, bandages and plasters to try to treat ugly 
bullet wounds that needed surgery, not first aid kits, 


Of those killed yesterday, several died directly 
‘outside the temple — and many, many more were 
wounded. Those sheltering inside the temple 
were just as vulnerable. In one of the compound's 
buildings, seven bodies were laid out on the floor. 





_ Early yesterday, thousands of Red Shirt protesters 
fled the intersection that they had occupied for more 
than two months after government troops finally 
forced their way into the barricaded encampment 
and the protest leaders told them It “was all over." 

_ They moved to occupy the sprawling temple area, 
at the centre of which sits a series of gold-edged 
buildings. The mood was tense and anxious, but 
people believed — or so they prayed and hoped — 
that the troops would not turn their temple into a 
place of violence. 


‘After the leadership told us to go home, we came 
here. They told us it was all over, said one of the Red 
‘Shirts, a woman who had taken shelter within the 
compound. Another woman, Malee Ngaun Sanga, 
added: ‘As long as | have lived here I have never 
seen any government so evil.” 





And then things rapidly changed. From the 
west, we could hear loud firing as troops 
advanced toward the temple area. Some 
reporters who had been outside said that 

a small number of Red Shirts were firing 
back with sling shots, hand guns and petro! 
bombs. A photographer sald he saw a man 
shot In front of him as he ran away froma 
line of soldiers, two bullets hitting him in the 
back and apparently exiting from the chest. 
The image that photographer had taken did 
not look good, 


‘Suddenly the firing Intensified, The 
explosions grew louder and appeared to 

get nearer to us and the crack of weapons 
became more frequent, thelr cap-gun noises 
giving no clue as to their deadly capability. 


‘A bare-chested young man ran in. He had 
a large, ugly hole in the lower back. Was. 

he struck as he ran or had he already 

been wounded when he came in? It was 

too frenetic, too chaotic to be sure. Either 
way, as soon as they became aware of 

his injuries, a group of medics ran to his 

ald, dragging him to what they hoped was 
‘safety. The medics turned him over on to his 
stomach, pressing down with bandages and 
towels. One woman In particular appeared 
utterly fearless.” 


This eyewitness account from Andrew 
Buncombe first appeared in The 
Independent on May 20, 2010. 
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IN 2008, AS THE FINANCIAL MELTDOWN LOOMED, 
THERE WERE FAINT MURMURINGS THAT CAPITALISM 
WAS IN CRISIS. YET IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG FOR THE 
REAL SITUATION TO REVEAL ITSELF: THAT 


CAPITALISM IS CRISIS —— 





PERMANENT AND PERPETUAL CRISIS. 


In Europe, national governments in the pocket of the IMF 
are imposing stringent austerity measures meant to de- 
liver us from the present financial crisis. Put crudely, these 
measures save the banks and make the people pay. This re- 
consolidation of neoliberal capitalism is being met with 
differing levels of resistance, but for the most part we are 
caught between anger and action. Neoliberalism, we say 
witha sigh and a heavy heart, is here to stay. But why are we 
so unable to think beyond capitalism? The problem, I want 
to suggest, is one of possibility - and we must recognize an- 
other crisis: of the possible. 


For too long we have been told what is and what isn’t pos- 
sible. Late last year, the British cultural critic Mark Fisher 
published a book titled Capitalist Realism, that discuss- 

es neoliberalism’s propaganda project: its insistence that 
“there is no alternative.” This message has been hammered 
into our collective consciousness so consistently for so long 
that we have come to assume that neoliberal capitalism is 
our only option, that it constitutes our reality and we find it 
difficult to imagine anything else. Fisher reminds us of the 
quip made by both Fredric Jameson and Slavoj Zizek that it 
is easier to imagine the end of the world than to imagine the 
end of capitalism. 


Everyone seems agreed that revolution is impossible. So what 
should be our response if not a descent into nihilism? Rightnow 
we certainly should argue as loudly as possible that austerity 
measures that involve the transfer of responsibility from the 
rich to the poor should be curtailed. But at the same time we 
need to explore other possibilities for the long term. 


Fisher writes: 


“The very oppressive pervasiveness of capi- 
talist realism means that even glimmers of al- 
ternative political and economic possibilities 
can have a disproportionately great effect. 
The tiniest event can tear a hole in the gray 
curtain of reaction which has marked the ho- 
rizons of possibility under capitalist realism. 
Froma situation in which nothing can hap- 
pen, suddenly anything is possible again.” 


We need, first of all, a revolution of the possible. 
‘We must confront, challenge and condemn the 
logic of neoliberal capitalism and do all we can to 
create a space where alternatives are made pos- 
sible. While we must hold onto ideals of equality 
and fairness, we don’t want to work toward a glo- 
rified image of a utopian future society; that is it- 
self to impose limits, to establish another regime 
of impossibility when we must open ourselves to 
all possibilities. By acknowledging how deeply 
we are immersed in capitalism, how capitalist 
logic has come to curtail our ability to imagine 
anything beyond itself, we might open up spaces 
in which alternative possibilities reveal them- 
selves. We must extend the cracks in capitalism’s 
self-image to allow some as yet unimaginable 
possibility to reveal itself. 





Douper is working toward a PhD al the 
. His researeh foou 
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Casualty levels are higher than many bitter civil wars as 
police, soldiers, politicians, judges, journalists and innocent 
bystanders are all kidnapped and killed on a daily basis. 
Previously unimaginable atrocities, including massacres at 
rehab centers and preteen parties, now occur regularly. 





Inan attempt to intimidate and one-up each other the 
cartels often torture and execute rivals, throwing their 
severed heads onto barroom floors and city streets 

or hanging them from overpasses. In an especially 
incomprehensible act, assassins removed a man’s face and 
stitched it onto a soccer ball. 


Professor John Bailey, Director of the Mexico Project 
at Georgetown University, says, “It's the cartels’ way of 
sending a message. You could call it savage semiotics.” 


While American indulgence creates the financial incentive 
for mass murder, Mexican poverty provides the willing 
participants. Deprived of other opportunities, there is no 
shortage of individuals ready to take the lives of others. 


“Murders are cheap in Mexico. You can hire sicario to 
kill for you for $100,” Bailey says. 


Bruce Bagley, an expert on narcotics trafficking at the 
University of Miami explains what is driving Mexicans to kill: 
“There are so many young men in Mexico with only 
partial socialization who want to move up. These young 
men, often teenagers as young as 13, don't see any real 
opportunities for themselves or their families. They 

can either migrate illegally to the United States or they 
ean choose the get rich quick, life is short, essentially 
‘meaningless path of working for the cartels.” 


“They don't think they're going to live long anyway, so 
they're willing to use extreme, cruel violence to move up in 
the world.” 


‘The death toll in the Mexican crug war officially surpassed 
23,000 recently. However, the real number is likely higher 
‘as many bodies disappear, often dissolved in vats of acid in 
a practice known as making “Mexican stew.” 


Despite the violence Mexican society has somehow 
managed to stagger along while, Giordano believes, “Events 
like these would splat the psychology of many North 
Americans like melons off the back of a truck.” 


‘The us got a small taste of the trauma in March when three 
Americans linked to the consulate in Ciudad Juarez were 
murdered as they left a children’s birthday party. It is no 
secret that it often takes an American death for the us to 
notice bloodshed abroad and President Obama was indeed 
“Deeply saddened and outraged.” 


But no mention was made of the fact that the victims were 
cut down with weapons likely purchased in the United 


States. Mexico has some of the strictest gun control 
legislation in the world, making it almost impossible to 
buy agun legally. 

However, just across the border are the American states 
with the softest gun laws in the country. 


‘The Mexican government seized more than 20,000 
‘weapons from drug gangs in 2008 alone. According to the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, 90 
percent of guns seized in Mexico and traced over the last 
five years came from the us. 


Most are purchased from gun shows in Texas and 
Arizona where private dealers can legally sell military- 
‘style weapons without running a criminal background 
check or recording the buyer's name. 


This unfettered individualism means assault rifles, armor- 
piercing handguns and 50 caliber sniper rifles are all 
easily obtained from the us civilian gun market. 


“Our laws allow us to carry guns around and that's 

our sovereign decision. But we have a responsibility to 
ensure that these weapons don’t harm other countries,” 
argues Bagley. 


He believes that the gun lobby helps Americans absolve 
themselves, “The American public doesn’t think about it. 
‘The NRA has done everything they can to dilute any sense 
of American responsibility.” 


We need to ask ourselves how we reached this point of 
zero empathy for those hurt by our way of life. Andrew 
McCann puts the issue this way: 


“The idea of a population, caught on one side of a border, 
banished from ‘society’ and thus subject to a lethal 
violence exercised with apparent impunity, raises one of 
the most pressing questions: Under what circumstances, 
and through what structures of victimization and neglect, 
does a population become disposable - or killable?” 


“The war on drugs is undeniably lost and many people ~ 
including the former presidents of Mexico, Colombia 
and Brazil — argue that the key to ending the violence is 
to legalize narcotics in order to cut the cartels’ profits and 
remove the incentive for violence. 


But we cannot deny our own culpability in the disaster 
down south. There is nothing radical about indulging 
ina substance that directly kills impoverished people in 
the developing world. We need a cultural revolution to 
reevaluate our priorities and break the cycle of decadence 
and death. 


Blake Sifton 
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Memories 
of the Nakba 


by Bridget Chappell 


Clutching a rumpled package wrapped in a shopping bag, Ali 
Basyuni carefully peels back the layers of plastic and paper. 
to reveal a heavy scroll of faded documents - the deeds to his 
family home in Yazur, a small village that once lay five ki- 
lometers east of Jaffa, Israel. The deeds date back over 120 
years, through the Ottoman era and the British Mandate, 
but the Basyuni family’s history in the village canbe traced 
back even further. The family had lived on the land for cen- 
turies. Somewhat ruefully, Ali sifts through the papers to 
find the crowning glory: the ancient key to his home in Yazur. 
He places it around his neck, Since the implementation of 
Israel’s Absentee Property Law of 1950, a law that legalized 
the annexation of over two million dunums of land belonging 
to Palestinians who fled during al-nakba (the catastrophe), 
the artifacts of Ali’s childhood home have become mere em- 
blems of a promise: the Palestinian right of return. 


_ This year marks the 62nd year since Israel claimed its inde- 
pendence from the British Mandate and then proceeded to 
drive out Palestinians from over 550 villages, giving violent 
birth to a refugee population of 900,000 exiles. As the refu- 
gee question fades from public focus, May 15, Nakba Day, 
affords the world a day of reflection on the horrors of an all- 
too-recent past and a reminder that for many, the interna- 
tional law laid out in UN Resolution 194 of 1948 (on which the 
Palestinian refugees’ Right of Return is based) embodies far 
more than political rhetoric. Itis an international law pro- 
claiming their legal right to return home. 


‘The United Nations Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA) has 
registered 1,685,810 Palestinian refugees within Israel and 
the Occupied Territories - 699,810 in the West Bank includ- 
ing East Jerusalem and 986,000 in the Gaza Strip. The Oslo 
accords and the creation of the Palestinian Authority in 1994 
marked a turning point in the struggle as Palestine embraced 
the possibility of becoming a self-governing state. This new 


potential for statehood, however, shift- 
ed the focus of the political discourse 
away from several formerly fundamen- 
tal points - including the status of refu- 
gees. With no political body to represent 
the refugee population or address their 
basic rights of repatriation or resettle- 
ment, their struggle has become little 
more than symbolism. 


In Balata Refugee Camp in Nablus (c- 
cupied West Bank), Palestinian hopes 
are still pinned on a doubtful future. 
Time is plentiful in the camp. So plen- 
tiful it may weigh heavy on one’s soul. 
There is time enough to reopen one’s. 
box of memories, time and time again. 
Memories ofa life in limbo, examined 
from every angle, stories retold and re- 
hashed for anyone who cares enough to 
ask. Tonight four refugees have gath- 
ered in the camp’s community center; 
their stories spill out across the table. 
Their words carry them across decades, 
across fields of olive green, riotous 
splashes of Med-blue and citrus orange. 
‘The four storytellers, whose ages span 
from 11 to 78, represent the full era of 
Israeli occupation to date, from first to 
fourth generations. Assembled here, 
they knit together a single image of the 
Palestinian condition. 


At 70 years of age, Ali has the dubious 
honor of recalling the full 62 years of 
the Israeli occupation of Palestine. Ali 
has lived most of his life in the Ein Beit 
el Ma refugee camp in Nablus, but he 
never passes up an opportunity to revis- 
ithis childhood memories of Yazur vil- 
lage, from which he and his family fled 
in 1948 during al-nakba when he was a 
young boy. 
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_ British government's first formal policy announce- 
nt of support for the establishment of a Jewish 

rate in Palestine, that Jews first came to the area 
of Yazur, “There was a Jewish village established 
five kilometers from ours,” says Ali. “In the begin- 
ning we lived in harmony; we would even drink tea 
piper andere ci tod with them.” 


__ “Tremember how things changed after the war, 

when the Jews began coming to the village atnight 
with British soldiers in 1946,” says Ali. “They came 
- with guns and invaded our homes - like terrorists. 
‘My family lived in Yazur from before the Ottoman 
_ Empire. We lived under the Turks, the British, only 
eecainer aicetecs cae 


__Thevlger sted ther round though yarsot 
escalating violent attacks until 1948. On April 29 
that year, Jewish and British forces shot and killed 
two men from the village. Another four were killed 
the next night, The villagers began fleeing Yazur 
___ two days later, believing they would return home 
after one week when the violence had been quelled. 
















" “We fied to Lydda [a city south-east of Yazur, re- 
__ named Lod] on May,” recalls Ali.“Manyofus — 
“slept in the mosque there, while other families 
cj sleptintthe street. After amonth the Jewish mili- 
- tias attacked Lydda with British forces, and my fa- 
__ ther was arrested by British soldiers. He was held 
for nine months. My mother, brothers, sisters and 
‘fied to al-Ramle [now known as Ramla], but af- 
_ teronlya week we heard the soldiers were com- 
__ ingthere too and we fled to Deir Ghassana, alittle 
village near Ramallah, It took three days to reach 
_ Deir Ghassana by foot, sleeping in the olive groves 











__ It was not until 1952 ~ four years later - that Ali’s 
family reached Nablus, where they first settled 
____ onthe slopes of Mount Gerizim, living among the 
trees and making the daily two-kilometer hike to 
_the nearest well for water. They were soon found — 
"by United Nations employees and brought to 
‘Camp No. 1 (later called Ein Beit el Ma 








- edona tiny portion of land — just one twentieth of 


2 ‘one square kilometer ~ leased to UNRWA by the Ree 








Jordanian government in 1950. The living condi- 
tions were extremely harsh, Seven people crowd- _ 
ed into one tent that failed to protect them from 


the torrential rains of the winter and soaring tem- _ 


peratures of the summer. The lack of food made 

the struggle to survive even more pronounced, 
UNRWA did not begin issuing food to the refugees 
See Solo Mane eee eee 


“Before the days ofthe First Intifada or“shaking 


off”), Ali was able to return to the remains of his 
village hundreds of times, simply tovisittheland 
hestill holds claim to and to reflect on what might 
have been. “My homeis still standing,” he says. “The 
firsttime I went back there, [knocked on the door 
of my house. A man opened the door, and asked me | 
what I wanted. I told him that the land he is living 
onbelongs tome. He told me that he lefthis land in. 
Europe to come here — and nowhe owns the land.” 


The truth is that even ifTsrael returned every du- 
num of land to me I could not be happy - they’ve 
taken not only my land, but my life.” 


See ae 
an who has witnessed and weathered much inher 
78 years in Palestine, Her words weave worlds of 
the past: her childhood in Ijzim village, 19 kilome- 
ters south of Haifa, where her family grew olive trees, 
pomegranates and chickpeas. Zugdiye was 11 years 
old when the Jewish militias of the Golani, Carmeli_ 
and Alexandroni brigades came to her village on the 


night of July 24, 1948, foreing the residents out of 


their homes at gunpoint and onto buses that would 
transfer Ijzim’s entire population to Jenin, 


“Weleft withnothing," says Zugdiye,recallingthe 


night that the ethnic cleansing of Ijzim took place. 
“My mother, father, four brothers and sisters and I, 
we left with only the clothes on our back. My family, 


stayed in Jenin for two months, although many peo-- 


ple from Ijzim fied further: to Iraq, Jordan or Syria. 
When I was married in 1960 my husband and I came 


~ tolive here, in Balata Refugee Camp. We came be- 
cause we thought registering as refugees and living Me 


ina camp might give us a better life. All we want-_ 
ed was to return to our village, and we thought that _ 
UNRWA wouldbe able to help us do that.” 5 








From the very beginning, Palestinian refugees 
have held a unique status. In 1948 the United 
Nations established a body, UNRWA, specifical- 
ly to address the Palestinian refugee crisis. A 1951 
UNRWA report shows that from the start, the goal 
for displaced Palestinian refugees was resettle- 
ment or repatriation since “sustained relief op- 
erations inevitably contain the germ of human. 
deterioration.” However, the political situation 
complicated this goal. Caught between an uncoop- 
erative Jordanian government and Israel's prior- 
ity of mass absorption of new Jewish citizens from 
Europe and the Middle East, the refugees’ status 
was deadlocked. Denied resettlement or repatria- 
tion, exiled Palestinians were left in camps intend- 
ed for short term relief, unable to move forward 
with their lives. 


In 1975 Zugdiye made the journey from the West 
Bank to Israel to visit what remained of her village. 
“I fell to the ground and prayed on the land,” she 


says. “I picked pomegranates from the trees, and _ 


took a stone to bring back with me to the camp. I 
saw my house still standing, Jews live there now.” 


Conditions in the cramped houses and narrow al- 


leys of Balata camp, coupled with the extreme vio- : 


lence inflicted upon the camp during the Intifadas, 
‘signify Zugdiye’s life, a life lived far from the fresh 
air and olive fields of Ijzim. During a 1992 invasion, 
the elderly woman was hit in the stomach by arub- 
ber-coated steel bullet; she has seen both her sons 
imprisoned in Israel's jails, the elder, Khaldi, being 
‘sentenced to 20 years. 


Lana Ali Salih, 11, and her sister Duho, 14, rep- 
resent Palestine’s fourth generation of UNRWA 
refugees: those who not only do not remember the 
‘Nakba, but have never seen their family’s home or 
life outside of the camps. “We live in Balata refugee 
camp in Nablus, but we are originally from Salama, 
avillage near Jaffa,” says Lana. Salama was ethni- 
cally cleansed of its 8,000-strong population on 
April 25,1948, Ten of Salama’s original homes and 
one mosque remain standing today, surrounded by. 
what is modern-day Tel Aviv. 


‘The two girls recall the days of camp life during the 
Al-Aqsa Intifada, of days and weeks spent inside 
their home during times of violence in the camp. 
Lanaand Duho’s uncle, Hani Rami, was killed by 
Israeli soldiers in 2008. “We don’t know why they 
killed him. He was praying in his home [in the 
camp,” says Duho. “He was 24 years old.” 


The young sisters’ proud assertion of refugee sta- 
tus highlights the inherited stalemate mentality 
ofa Palestinian refugee. However unconscious the 
assumption of refugee identity may be, it delin- 
eates aclear line for those who hold it, bound toa 
past that, like all pasts, is unattainable in essence. 
Buthow is the refugee's struggle kept alive when 
they identify themselves not with the exiled nation 
~ Palestine — but as refugees? 


“Tbelieve that we will return to Salama someday,” 
says Lana. Zugdiye nods her head approvingly. 
“We're not happy here,” she says matter-of-factly. “I 
would be happy to live in Ijzim in a tent, as long as I 
was on my land. The world must have a solution for 
the refugee problem. This is our land, it belongs to 


us.” 


Bridget Chappell has been working with the 
Inlornational Solidarity Movement in the West 
Bank since August 2009. She is 22 years old and 
is from Australia on paper and Palestine at heart. 
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There are many analogies drawn between | 
Israel and South Africa, with varying 
credibility, But one that's interesting isthe 
history. Fifty years ago white South Africans 
came to realize that they were becoming a 
pariah nation and that they were going to be 
isolated. The South African Foreign Minister 
informed the American Ambassador that, 
Yes, we're becoming a pariah state. There's 
‘overwhelming votes against us in the United 
Nations, he said, but that doesn't really 
matter because there's only one real vote 
that counts: namely yours. As long as you 
back us, it doesn't matter what the rest of 

the world thinks. 


And South Africa moved in a direction very 
similar to where Israel is going now. There's 
really only one vote that matters ~ that of 








the US. As long as you back us, we're okay. 
We'll defy the world. And meanwhile we'll 
launch information campaigns to show 

that everything we do is right and just. 

We understand that the world hates us, 

but that's the world’s fault. We'll circle the 
wagons and just become more nationalistic 
and extreme, as long as we have your vote. 
That worked right through the 1980s for 
South African nationalism. Ronald Reagan 
strongly supported the South African 
apartheid regime. He had to violate 
congressional sanctions to do it and he 
supported them in extreme brutality. They 
were killing hundreds, thousands of people 
in neighboring countries. It was strikingly 
similar to what's happening today with the 
War on Terror. 


The Reagan government position was that 


1am a globalist. | believe fully in the 
promise of globalization. We are fast 
approaching a world without borders, 
without boundaries, and the ethno- 
nationalist conception of nationhood that 
was so much a part of the 20th century 
way of thinking, especially when it came 
to the establishment of the state of Israel, 
is no longer feasible in the 21st. A two- 
state solution is anachronistic. The rest 
of the world is starting to look like the EU, 
so Why are we trying to create something 
that would be anathema to that in 
\srael-Palestine? 


Reza Aslan, from an inter 
Religion Dispatches Magazine 








the African National Congress and Nelson 
Mandela were, “One of the more notorious 
terrorist groups in the world,” and the US 
had to support white South Africa against 
terror. That was 1988 and the apartheid 
regime looked as if it was invincible. And 
yet, a year or two later, US policy suddenly 
shifted, and within a couple of years the 
apartheid regime was gone. That could 
happen with Israel. They're skating on pretty 
thin ice. 


Noam Chomsky, interviewed by John Malkin 











The Shadow is not the Palestinians, 
The Shadow is Israel's treatment of 
the Palestinians, linked with Israelis 
own fears. The worse the Palestinians 
are treated in the name of those fears, 
the bigger the Shadow grows, and 
then the fears grow with them; and the 
justifications for the treatment multiply. 


Margaret Atwood, 
‘The Shadow Over Israel, Haaretz 
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‘The following letter is not satire. Endorsed by the most support Israel is well known and many congressmen who 


influential pro-Israel lobby in Washington, it was signed by _ signed this letter may have done so out of fear of losing their 
338 members of Congress (78% of the House) and sent to seat in the next election rather than out of genuine support. 
President Obama on June 29, 2010. With the midterm elections approaching, President 


‘The power of AIPAC (The American Israel Publ 
Committee) to punish pol 





Affairs ‘Obama will have to carefully consider the political conse- 
ians who donot unconditionally _ quences of deviating from AIPAC's script. 
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‘Congress of the United States 


oust of Remesematees 
Miaingee BE 2015-492 


The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 


Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing to express our strong support for Israel's right to defend itself. We believe that it is in our national 
security interest to unequivocally reiterate that the United States stands behind our longtime friend and ally, Further, 
we urge you to remain steadfast in the defense of Israel in the face of the international community's rush to unfairly 
judge and condemn Israel in international fora such as the United Nations Security Council. We urge you to continue 
to use U.S. influence and, if necessary, veto power to prevent any biased or one-sided resolutions from passing. 

On May 31, after repeated warnings, Israeli forces intercepted a flotilla attempting to break through its naval 
blockade of Gaza. The blockade of Gaza was instituted to stop terrorists from smuggling weapons into Gaza to mur- 
der innocent civilians. Since Israel's disengagement from Gaza in 2005, Hamas has fired more than 10,000 rockets 
and mortars at Israel's civilian population. Acknowledging the seriousness of the problem, Egypt also initiated its 
own blockade of Gaza along the Rafah crossing in 2007. 

Over the course of its blockade, Israeli forces have diverted nine such flotillas, all without incident. The same was 
true for five of the six ships in this flotilla. They were commandeered peacefully and directed to the Israeli port of 
Ashdod. However, those aboard the largest ship, the Mavi Marmara, violently resisted, As dramatic video depicts, the 
passengers on the ship attacked Israeli soldiers with clubs, metal rods, and iron bars as they attempted to board the 
ship. The soldiers were brutally beaten and one was even thrown off the top deck. With their lives threatened, Israeli 
forces used necessary force as an act of self-defense and of last resort. 

The several dozen who attacked the Israeli soldiers were not peaceful aid workers, but extremists who sought 
to aid the Iran-backed terrorist Hamas regime in Gaza. Days before, as broadcast on al-Jazeera, they proclaimed 
their willingness to be martyrs for the destruction of Israel, revealing a sinister element of premeditated violence. 
Furthermore, as confirmed by the State Department and intelligence agencies around the world, the Turkish aid 
group that sent out the flotilla, Insani Yardim Vakfi (IHH), has met with senior officials of recognized terrorist 
groups over the last three years. 

If the flotilla had been truly intent on bringing aid to Gaza, it could have done that. Israeli officials repeatedly of- 
fered their ports to harbor the ships and disperse the aid so that it would not go into the hands of corrupt Hamas of- 
ficials but directly to the people living in Gaza. But the flotilla refused these overtures, instead revealing their intent 
to break the blockade and sail unchecked into Gaza. As you know, Hamas even refused the aid that was aboard the 
Mavi Marmara after it was inspected by Israeli offici 

The U.S. should make every effort to thwart international condemnation and focus the international communi- 
ty on the crimes of the Iran-backed Hamas leadership against Israel and the Palestinian people. As Israel faces in- 
creased threats, most recently from the Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps, which announced that it could provide a 
naval escort to any additional aid ships wishing to reach Gaza, the United States must continue to stand by Israel, one 
of our strongest allies. 

‘We look forward to working with you on these vital issues affecting the U.S -Israel relationship. 











~ Signed by 338 members of the United States Congress 
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culture of the gods! All art must take sides! 


2. No more false universalism! No more minority 
‘street! Art for all means art by all! Art for all means art 
riddled with the same differences and divisions as the 
world can bear! 


Artists, it is time to say something and 
stand by what you say! 





ideological! Beauty is 
‘no hiding place for art! 
Protest is more beautiful 
than the return to beauty 
in art, Art must strive 
tobeas owe as 
emancipation, liberation 
and resistance! 

| 7. We stand on the far 
Promontory of centuries 
of struggle, If our task is 
to smash the impossible 
portals of mysterious 
Privilege, it is only 
Possible because of 


















10. We shall join the 
great crowds tossed 
about by work, by 
pleasure or by revolt: 
the many-colored and 
polyphonic surf of 
revolutions in modern 
capitals; but our art 
will not profit from 
them. Protest will not 





















Itis in London that we launch this Manifesto of and 
incendiary violence, this Manifesto through which 

we set up an att in the counter-publie sphere, because we 
want to deliver British art from its gangrene of Frieze-dried 
professors, of don't-blame-me-it's-the-market retailers, of 
clueless guides, and of antiquarians in the latest fashions. 


London has been too long a great secondhand brokers’ 
market. We want to rid it of the innumerable shops that 
cover it with innumerable excuses, Shops! Excuses! We're not 
against commodities; we're against profit and capital. 
harbor excuses because they are led by the market 

of by the commodities they sell, London has turned into a 
hypermarket for art! Do you want to be poisoned? Do you 


want to rot? 


Aetismnatitoibellodked atoriinterpreted. Aetihas:todlo 
‘something, thesomething.say-something. Aestheties 
(pulsar intoaspecial 


LLetthe pitiless rebels.come with their philistine senses! Here 
‘theysave! Here theyiare!Set the,world onfire!(Turn the street 


pete icabiierees 
‘TTherego thelorious truths floating adrift!;Take up the 
ppicksiand the hammers! Undermine the foundations ofthe 
wenerdble-culture Eouart cartbenothing but violencercruelty 
antidinjustice. 


‘Butweshilhnobbeitberelong Qurfightagainstartiscarcied 


conrinithework, Places where,ath 
lilivesarid| Udoesinoteven try to. compete 


with ddventisingppropagandaand.polemic. 


‘The: philistines:willl find|us.at last om some-winter: 
crouching by our camera, warming our heants over: 
the fine of our slogans:andithe images of them, 
imactiom. 


We do not need a mol around! us:to operate-in, 
the: counter-public sphere! You can't measune the. 


i: he/she 

is certain of its certainties and shares its highest 
values. The private person, on the other hand, 
retreats to a place of comfort where he/she can let 
his/her guard down and be him-/herself. Wankers! 


‘The public and private spheres were won 
ieentuxsed wadledinsagantie 


and 
cynicism to be private in the private sphere and 
public in the public sphere. History demands that 
we be private in the public sphere and public in the 
private sphere! 


This means that we have to publish our private 
opinions and interrogate our private lives as if they 
were on display. 


When you are at home, do not throw your beliefs 
into the wastebasket like useless manuscripts! And 
when you enter the fray, do not hide your intimate 
thoughts as if they were secrets, They will come 
after you from afar, from everywhere, s 

in your throat, clawing at your breath with their 
crooked fingers, hanging around public squares like 
a bad smell, the scent of rotting intellects already 
intended for the House of Lords. 


‘The publicly minded have already squandered great 
treasures; treasures of energy, of love, of cot 

and anger have been converted into capital of every 
kind — hastily, deliriously, countlessly, breathlessly, 
with both hands. Don't let the bastards count you 
in! As soon as someone says they have the public 
good in mind, keep your eyes open for partial 
interests being retailed as universal interests. Today 
the public can only be a mask for private interests, 


Published in Third Text Vol. 23, issue 
a 5, September 2009. Reprinted by Lissic 
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Politics and public life have been 
colonized by big business and big 
institutions. Our politicization of 
art does not seek to hand art over 
to this miserable, professionalized 
managerialism. Politics is as shifty 
as aesthetics. The politicization 
of art must also involve the 
politicization of politics, or else 

it is just public-mindedness with 
cultural privilege added. 


LOOK AT US! 

We are not 
LOOK AT US! 

We are not 
LOOK AT US! 

We are not managers 
LOOK AT US! 

We are not bureaucrats 


Our hearts are not in the 
Jeast in hock to ulterior 
motives! Our hearts feed 


Your objections? Enough! 
Enough! We know 
them! Fair enough! We 
know well enough what 
our nostalgic, avant- 
an 
conyure in your 
jisti heads! 
are only, you Is 
fe Me ¢ Say; | 


reiterating 
tropes when we call up a 
new world. 


Stilliin‘thesshit,once 
imorewehurlour 


Jordan (The Freee Art Collective), 
‘The New Futurist Manifesto. 
freee.org.ule 


does australia 
have revolutionary 
potential? 


by Richard Neville 


‘Trying to live a normal life in an abnormal world 

is ever more demanding, As the perils facing the 
planet. continue to multiply, the industries of 

spin, distraction, sport, shopping and porn thrust 
themselves into our psychic space. Hell, we still want 
to have fun, even as the ocean turns into an oily 

soup. As the last person on Earth who got around to 
seeing the movie Twilight, l was strangely thrilled, 
While wars rage and ecosystems degrade, it is easy to 
understand the attraction of dating a vampire with 
cosmic powers who lives forever and avoids imbibing 
human blood. What a perfect partner for a turbulent 
future, whether it’s arevolution, a return to basics, or 
asystemic collapse. 


Ahint of the “endgame” percolates the atmosphere. 
Since 9/11 majof nations, including Australia, 

have shown s¢ant respect for the rules of law, war, 
habeas corpus and fair play. Secrecy is paramount, 
surveillance is constant, torture continues and drone 
assassinations are applauded. You knowall this. 
While millions are shocked by the moral decline of 
the West, there are millions more who regard the 
denial of justice as necessary. On this issue,and many 
other issues, there is a Great Divide. 


Climate Crisis? While top scientists repeat their 
warnings, backed up with data, the sceptics still fume. 
The leader of Australia’s opposition, Tony Abbot, calls 
climate change “crap”. Similar divisiveness surrounds 
the prospect of peak oil, peak soil, peak water, peak 


phosphate, peak everything. The fissures in these 
Great Divides split deeper and wider. Political dialogue 
is unlikely to achieve a consensus. Exasperation 
mounts on both sides of the stockade. 


Because many of us have become accustomed to 
watching, rather than doing, and yapping rather 

than acting, itis hard to imagine a mighty torch- 

lit insurrection erupting in the streets of Sydney. 

This could change. As with the G-20 in Toronto, 
international talk fests now attract agitators with 
murky intentions, whose goal is more focused on 
shattering windows than shifting paradigms. Swiftly 
dubbed anarchists, they could be agent provocateurs. 
These days cops are wired up for trouble. When 
Sydney hosted an APEC conference in 2007, 

attended by George Bush, the city was disfigured 

with barricades and “no go” zones, and the police 
were granted extraordinary powers, including the 
suspension ofhabeas corpus, Activists on blacklists 
were banned from entering the city. Despite an 
orderly march of protestorsled by the fire brigade, and 
the preponderance of placards featuring Mahatma 
Ghandi, the cops were abusive and paranoid. 


As signs of a possible collapse continue to escalate, 
whether heralded by food shortages, water wars or 
drought, the attitude of citizens are prone to volatility. 
Today Sydney’s business district throbs with shopping 
platoons. In the 19th century these same streets 
buzzed with immigrants freshly arrived from far and 


How willwe feed ourselves once everything is paralyzed? Looting stores, 
as in Argentina, has its limits: as large as the temples of consumption are, 
they are not bottomless pantries 


‘The Coming Insurrection. 


wide, many imbued with enlightenment ideals and 
stirred by the goals of the French Revolution. Some 
of the newcomers had participated in the doomed 
yet valiant defence of the 1871 Paris Commune, 
which aimed to create a model republic based on 
principles of social justice. This rich cultural mix 

of former convicts and communards, budding trade 
unionists, socialists, pamphleteers, explorers, ratbags 
and fervent democrats, were determined to prevent 
Sydney from replicating the bloody minded cruelties 
and rigid class divisions of Britain, which had so 
long kept the working class on its knees. To this end 
numerous street battles erupted, with the aim of 
advancing an egalitarian agenda and subduing the 
meddling of police, who acted as agents of the ruling 
class. Setting cop shops on fire was a popular sport. 


Another upsurge of radicalism erupted in the 

1960s and early seventies, when students rebelled 
‘against idiotic censorship laws, the mistreatment 
of aboriginals and the country’s participation in 
the Vietnam War, In the early 80s huge battles were 
fought in Tasmania to prevent the construction of 
adam on the serene Franklin River, with rallies 
attracting 20,000 supporters. This campaign 
contributed to the collapse of the Federal 
Government, created a new political party - the 
Greens - and projected environmental issues into the 
mainstream, So what of today? 


To put itbluntly, P'd Say we're asleep at the screen. 

We watch the news, read the books, applaud green 
sentiments, go to the beaeh, attach the iPod & bury 
our heads in the sand. In histecent book, Requiem for 
a Species, Clive Hamilton asks why we resist the aWful 
truth about the implacable degradation of the planet. 
Is it because consumption has become inseparable 
from our personal identity, as he suggests? Hamilton 
blames the lilly-livered response to global warming 
on the exercise of political power by corporations, 
who stand to lose by restrictions on emissions. “If 
anyone deserves to be cast in the eternal flames of 
Hell,” he writes, “it is the executives of companies like 


Exxon Mobil, Rio Tinto, General Motors, Peabody and 
E.ON, alongwith their lobbyists and PR operatives.” 
When quoted these fighting words to a conference of 
miners, the audience was puzzled and shocked. 


Major industries see themselves as the good guys, 
creating loads of jobs, adding to the wealth of all 
Australians with tax payouts, as well as shovelling 
resources to developing nations to brighten up the 
people’s prospects. What’s so bad about that? It is 

a debate that’s been simmering for decades and the 
stakes keep climbing. Halfa century ago that wiley 
French Situationist, Guy Debord, proclaimed the 
agenda of capitalism was the annihilation of nature. 
Tt’sasharp observation, but nature still seems 
abundant in Australia, if you don’t count the rapid 
‘extinction of species. Despite the frustrations of 
those all too aware of the ecosystems’ fragility, the 
majority of our citizens are not yet inclined to stiffen 
their sinews and march on Parliament. That time may 
come but it will take a major incident to arouse the 
slumbering rank and file, like a massive oil spill on the 
Barrier Reef. 


The majority of Australians do not regard the mining 
companies as villains, as former Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd discovered whenhe tried to up the industry’s tax 
rate, All hell broke loose)Rudd vanished overnight ina 
shower of tears, dumped byhis own party. 


At this point in time, we've got itpretty good. The 
global financial collapse skirted ourshores. The 
stupid wars abroad have not attracted rage. Bread, 
circuses, sport, festivals, theatre, opera, horse races, 
car races and boat races are in abundant supply. Our 
flood gets ever more refined, plastic surgeons are on 
aroll and our fossil fuelled cities pump out emissions 
like there's no tomorrow. What's not to like? Nothing, 
apart from a ridiculous suspicion that we're dancing 
like mad on the deck of the Titanic. 








However, Egypt is supposed to be a republic, and the 
notion that their country’s highest office could be 
given as a gift from fascistic father to spoiled son does 
not sit well in a country where 40% of the population 
lives on less than $2 a day and the gap between rich 
and poor continues to widen. Public anger over a 
transition of power may well provide the momentum 
that Egypt's reformers have been waiting for. 


After making peace with Israel in 1979, Egypt 
became the second largest recipient of us foreign aid. 
‘The two billion dollars Mubarak receives annually 
from Washington have bolstered the military and 
intelligence establishments, the internal repressive 
apparatuses pivotal to insulating his regime against 
domestic opposition. 
‘Under the emergency laws enacted following the 
assassination of President Anwar Sadat in 1981 itis 
illegal for more than five people to gather in public 
without permission, making organizing incredibly 
difficult. The laws also allow the government to. 
detain opponents indefinitely without charge. 
According to Amnesty International, 18,000 
Egyptian dissidents are currently incarcerated in 
prisons notorious for torture, 
‘The majority of Egypt’s population are under the 
age of 30 and have known no leader but Mubarak 
during their lifetime, They are technologically savvy, 
and hungry for change. With traditional avenues for 
dissent stifled by the emergency legislation, online 
new media emerged as an important strategic tool in 
aburgeoning youth-driven democracy movement. 
A Facebook group joined by tens of thousands of 
people played a key role in attracting support fora 
general strike on April 6, 2008. The national day of 
action culminated in a rare public display of rebellion 
as textile workers in the northern city of Mahalla 
fought running street battles with police for two days. 
The creator of the Facebook group, Ahmad Maher, 
was dragged from his car and arrested, Living up 
to their reputation for ignorance and brute force, 
the Egyptian police beat him while demanding his 
Facebook password and information on his “friends,” 
individuals he had never met in person. 
While youth revolt is inspiring, alone it is not enough 
to unseat an entrenched regime. However, a popular 
movement is building as other more powerful 
groups join with the Facebook generation 
in openly challenging Mubarak. 
Mohamed ElBaradei, the Nobel laureate and former 
head of the International Atomic Energy Agency, 


recently returned home to Cairo to a hero’s welcome. 
Avocal critic of the us plan to invade Iraq, ElBaradei is 
ahigh profile, internationally respected leader with a 
backbone. 

‘Though he has not yet announced plans to run for 
president, his National Association for Change 

is pushing for political reforms ahead of the 2011 
elections, including calls for international election 
monitoring and an end to the emergency laws. 
Disavowing violence in the 1970s, the Muslim 
Brotherhood has grown into the largest and most. 
powerful opposition group in Egypt. They have 
thrown their support behind ElBaradei and his 
reform campaign, signaling groundbreaking 
cooperation between the Islamist group and a secular 
democracy advocate. 

ElBaradei also enjoys the support of the secular 
street. His Facebook page has over 250,000 fans, a 
trivial fact to some, but an indicator of his popularity 
among young activists. 

Responding with the petty repression that has 

come to typify its rule, the Mubarak regime reacted 
to ElBaradei’s rising popularity by arresting the 
publisher of a particularly flattering biography. 
IfEgypt’s opposition movements were encouraged 
by President Obama’s calls for democracy in his 

June 2009 Cairo speech, they have since realized the 
hollowness of his eloquent words. 


Relying increasingly on Egypt as a bulwark against 
Iran, Syria, Hezbollah and Hamas, Obama has been 
even less critical than President Bush of Mubarak’s 
authoritarian rule. The us recently gave Cairo $260 
million in “supplementary security assistance,” while 
Lockheed Martin announced the sale of 24 F-16 
fighter jets to the Egyptian military. 

‘In 2006 Hosni Mubarak told the Egyptian parliament 
that he would rule, “As long as there is in my chest a 
heart that beats and I draw breath.” 


Mubarak’s last breath will indeed soon come, and 
with it the Middle East deserves a different kind of 
leader, something beyond an American lapdog or 
tyrannical madman. With disparate forces aligning 
in preparation for the dictator’s death, the potential 
foranew Middle East looms on the horizon. 

What emerges in Egypt may be no better than 

the present, but whether the future is shaped by 
Islamists, by Western educated elites or by young 
idealists, be sure that a major earthquake is coming 
in the Arab world’s most influential country and the 
aftershocks will reverberate throughout the region, 








urrectionary anarchism has found 
fertile ground in the birthplace of 
democracy. After sparking a month 
of rioting in December 2008 that 
spread across several European 
nations, Greek activists continue 

to move us closer to a global anti- 
capitalist uprising. 








ris, France 
Anticap t Party (NPA) 


This emergent revolutionary party has attracted 
a sizable following in France, giving hope to a 
mass rejection of capitalism. 






encontrainfoespi.net 


links.org.au/taxonomy/term/3i8 


jal rights for nature 


The first indigenous president of 
Bolivia, Evo Morales, recently summed 
up his political vision in stark terms: 


“Capitalism dies, or Earth dies.” And Riding the rage of mainstream America, the 
he has since put his weight behind Tea Party is still finding its identity. Will it spark 
the:movernent to, grant legal rights to ‘a much needed populist uprising in the USA or 


nature and establish an international just recuperate middleclass dissent on behalf of 
criminal court with jurisdiction over corporate interests? 


ecocidal polluters. 






teapartypatriots.org 
pwecewordpress.com 


arthjuris.org 


ndon, UK 





This group's Blackspot blitzkrieg neutralized 


Fearless activists rejuvenate 116 billboards in a single day, taking the 
radical ecology and vow to ground guerrilla war against mental pollution to a 
the aviation industry, halt airport new level of sophistication. 


expansions and jam airline ads. 
publicadcampaign.com/nysat 


ridwide 
lestine atters 


With foreclosures increasing and 
homelessness spreading, squatting is going 


planestupid.com 


International Solidarity 


Movement (ISM) mainstream as people refuse eviction and 
This indispensable organization engages illegally occupy the empty homes that they or 
in nonviolent resistance in the West Bank their neighbors, once owned. 


and Gaza. They protect Palestinian farmers 
from settlers as they harvest their fields, 
demonstrate against the construction of 
the apartheid wall and sail with the Gaza 
Freedom Flotilla. 


squatter.org.uk 
squatnet 


palsolidarity.org 
freegaza.org 


And you thought you couldn’t take your 
eyes off your BlackBerry. 
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have exhausted its potential. It is inereasinly clear that, strangely, the relationship is miss 
OC ae CCR ee Se Ree RCA 
RS ea Reon OE on Roe 
integration and meaning. It produces what amounts to a state of schizophrenia: Man as an 
observer is becoming completely alienated from himself as a being. Classical modern sei 
ence described only the surface of things, a single dimension of reality, And the more do 
el cee ce Toe oe ons eee esa on 
misleading it became. Today, for instance, we may know immeasurably more about the 
Pee eRe CM Cem eer cosa TO see Tr er 
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CAIN WE LAUNCH 


ANOTHER 


REVOL 
UTION 









When I was 19 and full of socialist fervor, [went 
Morag CeO MOR rR ON ee mong 
UO en Coe mea Cee ec OL U Riel oe 
And butter lines, My disillusionment was total, The 
RO UMA CCA UNDE Bae OR nL 
Vrain aa econ Carin esol st teaw ve 
Proven io oman Cen ras ECE a dS 
ReCeMeC CCN a on teat ketenes tra ics 
Paterna tracer ins 
PCCM nT ee a OCU Kee COU MOLL OUN ACMI ae Th icg 
Pron re CnC eps RSE Ly 
Use ETC Keren ee OM eB Tae NS CaS we 
country would shortly cease to exist. It was 1988. 


Parallels to the us of 2010 are hard to miss. Our 
Poni Cmm Cena Cee Mccann 
house of cards. We are deepening our commitment 
Popeater arctan materi Ment shi 
Dean Cos coM CnC ee Ceti) 
Tern ec a ae RNC E Rectan cls 
SUI Co ete CD CNC SBN ate) (aM MCS 
CCM ea ee Mt scon neocons 
oid hee satin) 
Maremma eel ee Reto e ry 
PGi ia el eae soe ae ie 
rational experience. More ominous, the beliefs that 
POM ON TTT NCR enema rene) rsatecs Eo 
iis CameTyee CH ata cekce ec wich Caco ia de 
Cratenagosrn Ucectmeraes crete En net 








DCR or Omen Cer tCnen sy rrn 
reveals itself as an unmythical, unmagical struggle for 
yates he) ee Cat sen CESCT EOS et RCo 
view mirror: expropriation of natural resources. That 
has been our real program. It is a game we will never 
win again, and in fact must lose if we are to survive. 


Peep oane one aCe re 
Gn Ca itm Co Comcon ons 
fueled by debt and unlimited consumption of limited 
Ree teen ee CR ects 
cae bere miter emitter 
Parente a Ceara sees arcte tng 
Pores tententt een ony eco iss 
aC one serrate na Come D ae 
Por mre amu rc ts 
one hand the inevitability of the fall of the current 
Coe mite cncamnctcmtcn’ 
impossibility of collective revolutionary action. As a 
osu a ee ce iter ae Men RO Cacoy riers 
Aer et aeons nC Emenee aT 
for unconsciousness, 


aa secon er one CTA 
PUT col cron aOR BEC TTs ROIS EMCO 
the critique of imagery, we have failed to notice that no 
Pe TuR MITE Ta sty te ee Renu CIMU LER CORO hare yA 
Ser Ue oe Loe ECACC Co) ita Bien SEU Cc 
rl sm acoso eC om i on aes ale aa UZ Tvl 
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AOC EMME als TSE UCOn SET STi Ce Le CONROE cre 
ova ar Reco een Cnr Re Tae MN) 
rel as en RRR CRTC Mm else aera cl ee Cc 
Pern eT Oma ReNt erat MRT 
that ignorance is strength, yet my friends and family 
eA ER OR Neo 


WUT Let taeltie CoCo OU mas OMG LOSETO nH cited 
PO aE BuO m tit Orne 7 koe 

PU Co daon ee RM UN ACCS CeCe ORS eC To 
eMeeraianrcn ancy scm rere aC eR cn nT aC 
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When the next generation is handed the keys toa 
oem en men sure vie cate 
Some meetin tg 
Pieter cme Cisat eat earn trct 
society with a mess of desires that cannot be realized by 
Poem tamaite Nom neco tenn) 
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Go to skylartein.tamble.com to see more of his work. é 
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Slavoj Zizek and Alain Badiou 
--Philosophers inspiring:’revival_of the communist 
ideal, Read Violence by Slavo} Zizek and Ethics: An Essay 

on the Understanding of Evil by Alain'Badiou _-..” Z 


“Michael Hardt and Antonio Negri 
Major theorists of the antiglobalization movement: They place 


thelr faith in the revolutionary potential Of the multitude. Read. 
Empire by Michael Hardt and. Antonio Negri 3 


“Simon Crifehley Sat 
Leading philosopher of neo-anarchism. Read Infinitely. = 
- Demanding: Ethics of. Commitment, Polities of Resistance 

by,Simon\Critchley : 


Giorgio Agamben ~— - 
The intellectual mentorof Tiqqun. 
“Read The Cofnig| Community by Giorgia Agana 











iqqua. “and The Invisible CGomnittine Ss 
Profoundly influential of contemporary. revolutionary theory. 

Fired up global activists with thelr Book The Coming Insurrection. 

by the Invisibie’Comimitee _*= % 





THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC WAS BORN OUT OF 
A GROUNDSWELL OF DISSATISFACTION WITH 
THE CENTRALIZED DICTATION OF A FARAWAY 
POWER. 4] AMERICANS WERE ANGERED BY 
THE TAXES AND TYRANNY IMPOSED BY AN 
INCREASINGLY “FOREIGN” CULTURE. THIS 
UNREST CULMINATED IN A REVOLUTION 
THAT SUSTAINED ITS CITIZENRY THROUGH A 
WAR OF INDEPENDENCE AND A CIVIL WAR. 4] 
TODAY AMERICA ONCE AGAIN FINDS ITSELF 
OVERWHELMED BY Aggie RF UL CENTRALIZED 
FORCE. THIS TIME, NER, THE DICTATING 





Don Usner 


LET’S REVOKE BP’S CORPORATE CHARTER 





When a corporation grievously misbehaves, when it is caught knowingly 
ignoring safety rules, keeping vital information secret from the public, be- 
traying the public trust, causing massive ecological damage and harming 
the livelihoods of millions of people, then that corporation should be legally 
“sentenced to death” - its charter revoked, its assets sold off and the money 
funneled into a superfund for its victims. 








SIMON CRITCHLEY 





Politics is now and many. The massive structural disloca- 
tions of our times can invite pessimism - even forms of 
active or passive nihilism — but they can also invite mili- 
tancy and optimism, an invitation for our capacity of po- 
litical invention and imagination, an invitation, finally for 
‘our ethical commitment and political resistance. 

In order not to be defeatist, in order not to participate 

in what we might call the ‘Eeyorism’ that is the self-ne- 
gating speciality of the intellectual left, in order to be af- 
firmative and even a little optimistic, | think we have to 
acknowledge that such a conception of politics requires 
an account of motivational force that is irreducibly ethi- 
cal. In my view, ethics is the experience of an infinite 
demand at the heart of my subjectivity, a demand that 
undoes me and requires me to do more, not in the 
name of some sovereign authority, but in the nameless- 
ness of a powerless exposure, a vulnerability, a respon- 
sive responsibility, a humorous self-division. 


‘Simon Critchley, Infinitely Demanding: 
Ethics of Commitment, Politics of Resistance 





People are waking up. 
They’re saying, Not another day! 
This is where | mark the line 


‘They're hungry to get involved and they're getting involved. Their desire 
to change the world is shifting from wishful Monday-morning thinking 
into tangible action, They're beginning to see activism not as something 
done at nonprofit meetings and protests, but as a way of life, a personal, 
spiritual cholce, Ultimately, itis the choice to reject our culture's slide into 
narcissism. It is a view that rejects the modern consumer philosophy that 
true happiness comes from personal material accumulation and self- 
interest. It Is the realization that the joy of connecting with nature blows 
the joy of acquiring stuff out of the water. 


We are social animals; we crave connection and community; we crave a 
wide, encompassing identity that connects us with all of humanity — not just 
‘our friends and family, not just our city, our country, our species — but every 
living being on Earth: plant, animal, human. 


itis a new philosophy — and perhaps a very ancient one. It leads to the 
most profound and meaningful kind of happiness one could possibly 
experience. It adopts the happiness of others as its own ... and also 
shares in their suffering. 


‘You can't buy that kind of happiness at a store. You can't get it from beating 
the last level of a video game. It doesn’t come out of the end of a pipe or 
at the bottom of a bottle. It doesn't come from watching sports. It doesn't 
come from how you dress or what kind of car you drive. It doesn't come 
from getting a college degree or a fatter paycheck. It comes directly from 
the final and profound realization that there are no isolated islands of “‘self” 
and “other.” We are inter-woven into everything. We are all of it 


‘Tim Hjersted is the director and a cofounder of Films For Action. filmsforaction.org, 


We forget too often that our lives are just fictions, 


that this human life of ours — abstracted from the land, abstract in itself - 
is not grounded in reality, but in drama, illusion. Our lives are no different 
from dreams, a scattered blur from one meal to the next, from one 7 
conversation to the next, one megaplex, one strip mall, one coffee cup, one 
beer, one fix - a ceaseless drifting from sensation to sensation, a constant - 
sating of the base desires. 








We are raised in this “reality” so its contours are invisible to us. We see each ~ 
moment but fail to see the unifying thread ~ the alienation of humanity 

from nature, the ills of domestication, the dependence of humans upon 
technological death machines to survive and a growing inability of these 
generations of young humans now in possession of the planet to connect 

to it in any living way. We have lost our ability to experience the grander 
trends as revealed through the almighty Moment. We cling to our petty 
satisfactions as a paddler fallen from a canoe clings to the rocks. We do not 
dare to imagine a life without pizza, ice cream, microwaves, transportation, 
convenience, comfort, ease. 








The 21st century has been too kind to us so far. It holds new horizons for us 
as an iibersoul and as an tiberspecies, but it remains pregnant with disaster. 
There must be wars, Great Wars, which span all frontiers, in which all are 
embroiled in conflict: the inner war spilling out into our long-abandoned 
commons, opening up doorways between men and women to converse 
freely, tearing down walls between minds and bodies, flesh and the soul. 
Bottles will be uncorked and men in pajamas will run terrified and bouyant 
through the streets. If there is not madness, there will be blood, midnight 
rivers of blood rushing mad like the Mississippi through the markets of the 
world, stampeding through those who stand still, toppling those who once 
towered above the meek and lowly, lifting the strong and light, buoying 
them up onits terrible tide... 





Hudson Spivey 
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21st 

CENTURY 
ENLIGHT- 

ENMENT 


The 18th-century enlightenment con- 
cept of the individual self is running out 
of steam and a new paradigm of human 
nature is emerging. Our sense of being 
separate, autonomous beings each with 
our own distinct, self-authored identity 
is melting away. That we should strive to 
become islands of free-floating individu- 
als, each absolutely responsible for our 
own destiny and journey through life, 
now seems impossible and even unde- 
sirable: We understand that we are the 
products of both nature and nurture. The 
enlightenment idea of a world of self- 
interested individuals, impermeable to 
hands and ideas that would nurture us 
seems dystopian now. 


Freedom - the grand unifying cause of 
our modern democratic societies - has not 
been realized by having an ever-expand- 
ing array of personal lifestyle and product 
choices. And progress is not advanced by 
the constant expansion of those choic- 

es. As we witness the destruction leveled 
against people and nature in the name of 
personal gain, our lives lived within our 


current consumer capitalist paradigm feel 
increasingly hollow. We see more men- 
tal health problems and suicides than 
ever before. And the Earth bears horrible 
wounds of our egocentric greed. 


Community - not more individual free- 
dom - is what we now crave. And what is 
emerging from this craving is a convine- 
ing new account of what it means to be 
human and live a good life: anew para- 
digm of human nature that reconnects us 
to each other and the natural world. 


We are standing on the verge ofa 21st- 
century enlightenment, 


The rebirth of the political left will de- 
pend on how well we can incorporate the 
new, 2st-century enlightenment para- 
digm of human nature into our narra- 
tives, agendas and visions of the future. 


Inspired by Madeleine Bunting 





Life transcends mere organisms. Life is the fabric of interactions that 
take place at different scales of space ~ from planetary to atomic dimen- 
sions - and time - from nanoseconds to billions of years. It is a great 


fabric in which we experience illusions of individuality, projections per- 


haps of an outmoded determinist vision. Genes “jump” from one organ- 
ism to another - they always have and they always will. Consequently, 
the true tree of life is actually more like a thick, tangled bush where 
branches cross in a medley of ramifications and fusions. 


Ménica Solé 


his reserved. 
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Bill McKibben. All 





Inour world, it’s actually harder than you'd think to stay 
small, To understand why, visit the Farmers Diner, one 
of my favorite restaurants but also a place that illustrates 
just how hard it can be to find the sweet spot. How lo- 
cal is the Farmers Diner? The first thing you see when 
you walk in the door of their outlet in the Vermont town 
of Quechee is a jukebox, glinting like any diner jukebox 
Some Willie Nelson, some John Cougar Mellencamp. 
But half the albums are by Vermonters. Phish, sure. But 
it’s Grace Potter and the Nocturnals who get the most 
play. And they're just the start. You'll find the Starline 
Rhythm Boys (singing “The Tavern Parking Lot”) and 
Banjo Dan and the Mid-Nite Plowboys (“The Cider 
Song”). And Patti Casey, of course. Never heard of Patti 
Casey? Your loss, but that’s the point. In an economy 
where music comes from L.A. or Nashville, she’s from 
here. 


The menu, at first glance, looks like any diner menu. 
Hash and eggs. Liver and onions. Bacon cheeseburger. 
Pancakes, At diner prices: $5 for a grilled cheese, home 
fries for $1.75. But look a little closer: almost every item 
comes with a modest biography. The blue cheese comes 
from Jasper Hill Farm in Greensboro. The yogurt is 
from Butterworks Farm up in Westfield, which also sup- 
plies wheat flour for the pancakes. In an economy where 
diner food rolls up on an eighteen-wheeler from the 
factory farms of the South and Midwest, your Farmers 
Diner patty melt is like the music on the jukebox: it 
comes from here. 


And it comes with an attitude. One page of the menu is 
given over to the Kentucky farmer and writer Wendell 
Berry's magnificent poem “Manifesto: The Mad Farmer 
Liberation Front”: “So, friends, every day do something 
/that won't compute...” Another is taken up by Thomas 
Jefferson’s 1803 letter calling for a conversion of the na- 
tion’s “charitable” institutions into “schools of agricul- 
ture” so our citizens may “increase the productions of 
the nation instead of consuming them.” This may be 
the only diner in the world that comes with a mission 
statement: “to increase the economic vitality of local 
agrarian communities.” The bumper sticker above the 
counter says it even more plainly: “Think Globally - Act 
Neighbor 






But it also comes with a problem. In the words of the 
owner, Tod Murphy, “How do you create a company that 
will take food off the farmer's hands in the easiest way 
for him, and set it in front of the customers in the easiest 
way for them, and do it at a price point everyone can live 
with?” Tailing him for a day as he made the rounds of 
his suppliers shows both the promise and the difficulty 
of the idea, You could start the morning in Strafford, 
at Rock Bottom Farm, where Earl Ransom’s cows were 
producing organic milk and cream on the land where he 





Ys 


was born. “I had to educate people that cream isn’t nec- 
essarily white,” Murphy recalled, “When the cows went 
out to pasture in the spring, the half-and-half changed 
color noticeably, and the waitresses were afraid people 
would freak.” 





From EAARTH: Making a Life on a Tough New Planet by 
Bill McKibben 
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In the 21st century, the business of communications will dwarf all others, not 
only as a source of revenue, but as the field of choice for the best minds on the 
planet. Winning ideological, religious and cultural wars and creating new 


paradigms will be the name of the game. 


Send us the new thinking that you think will define the future to editor@adbusters.org 


We are a global network of 

activist writers, artists, teachers, students 
and entrepreneurs... we are hackers, 
anarchists, malcontents, rabble rousers, 
pranksters, poets, philosophers and 
punks, Our aim is to topple existing power 
structures and forge a major rethinking of 
the way we live in the 2ist century. We want 
to change the way institutions wield power 
and the way the food, fashion, automobile 
and culture industries set their agendas. 
Above all, we want to change the way 
information flows and the way meaning is 
produced in our society. Join us! 


Nous sommes un réseau mondial de militants 
écrivains, artistes, enseignants, étudiants et 
entrepreneurs. Nous sommes des féministes, des 
pirates, des anarchistes, mécontents des farceurs, 
des postes, des philosophes et des punks. Notre 
but est de renverser les structures du pouvoir 
existantes et de créer une refonte majeure de 
la fagon dont nous vivons au 21e siecle. Nous 
voulons changer la facon dont les institutions 
exercent le pouvoir et dont les industries de la 
mode, de ralimentation, de automobile, et de la 
culture fixent leurs ordres du jour et fagonnent nos 
vies. Par-dessus tout, nous voulons réellement 
changer la fagon dont Iinformation circule, y 
la création de signification dans notre société 

Joignez-vous & nous! 








Nosotros somos una red global de escritores 
activistas, artistas, maestros, estudiantes y 
‘empresarios. Somos hackers, anarquistas, 
descontentos, bromistas, poetas, filésofos y 
punks, Nuestro objetivo es derribar estructuras 
de poder existentes y forjar una revision 
principal de la manera que vivimos en el 
siglo XXI, Queremos cambiar el modo que 
las instituciones manejan el poder, y el modo 
que las industrias del alimento, la moda, el 
transporte y la cultura ponen sus érdenes 
del dia y forman nuestras vidas. Sobretodo, 
queremos cambiar la forma en que fluye 

la information y la manera de cambiar el 
significado de nuestra sociedad iUnete 

a nosotros! 











It’s late, maybe 2, or 3 a.m. I'm scanning 
my email inbox for anything important 
I might have missed. I notice a mes- 
sage that lists the names of two famous 
activists - Bill McKibben and Naomi 
Klein - in its subject header. It’s a call 
to action, soliciting support for Tim 
DeChristopher, a climate change activ- 
ist who faces ten years in jail after dis. 
rupting an auction of oil and gas leases 
in Utah, DeChristopher prevented the 
Bush administration from selling off 

14 parcels of land for fossil fuel extrac- 
tion by placing fake bids on them, and 
he is being prosecuted for this crime, 
despite the new US administration rul- 
ing that the land had been inappropri- 
ate for sale, 


I’m interested in getting involved, be- 
cause of the kind of activism practiced 
and the punishment of jail time, but 
also because I now want to know more 
about Tim DeChristopher. 


On his website (bidder70.org) there 

is a video of DeChristopher speaking 
at a climate rally in Salt Lake City last 
October. An athletic-looking 26-year- 
old with a shaved head and intense 
eyes, he speaks loudly and succinctly, 
like a charismatic churchman in full 
swing. At times he even breaks into gos- 
pel song. And there is more than a hint 
of spirituality in his speech, too. He 
tells the small crowd of his own person- 
al awakening - how every day since his 
action, despite knowing he may soon be 
behind bars, he has walked a little tall- 
er and felt a little freer. He also offers 
them a kind of salvation, declaring that 
it will be social struggle and activism 
that will make us the truly noble beings 
we were meant to be. 





Inan interview with Democracy Now, DeChristopher 
quotes the late US environmentalist Edward Abbey, who 
said that “sentiment without action is the ruin of the soul.” 
For much of his time as an activist on climate change, he 
explains, he felt a nagging disconnect between the scale 
of the issue and his response to it. But when he began to 
bid at the auction and risk imprisonment, he became pro- 
foundly calm. 


Tunderstand this. As a climate activist I have felt this dis- 
connect... and also the feeling that comes from taking 
astand, As I signed on to a never-ending parade of on- 
line petitions, wrote letters to politicians and chose ‘eco- 
friendly’ options at the local supermarket, I felt that such 
token actions betrayed my true feelings about the impor- 
tance of the issue. But there have also been times when my 
actions honestly represented my convictions. 





Last September I was arrested for trespassing duringa 
mass civil disobedience action against one of the world’s 
dirtiest coal power stations, On another occasion I fasted 
on water and salt outside Australia’s Parliament House 
from early November till mid-December, calling for action 
on climate change with Climate Justice Fast! — an inter- 
national hunger strike I cofounded. On those occasions I 
experienced the feeling DeChristopher describes. Riding 
in the back of a police car after my arrest, I felt a warm 
contentment, and strangely enough, an enormous sense of 
freedom, Weak and hungry from my fast, I often puzzled 
the journalists who asked how I felt: I told them I felt very 
good indeed. 


What I found, and what I believe Tim DeChristopher and 
Edward Abbey found, was that we cannot be at peace ifour 
actions do not reflect what we truly believe. But when they 
do, our spirits soar. Then we're alive and free. 


‘This is no groundbreaking revelation. Mahatma Gandhi 
expressed the same feeling when he said that “happiness 
is when what you think, what you say and what you do are 
in harmony.” Yet while it is nothing new, there may be few 
ideas more urgently needed in our time. 


In his 2008 book, The Freedom Paradox, Clive Hamilton 
argues that within free-market capitalism, corporate in- 
terests actively discourage us from acting in accord with 
the values, preferences and desires we would endorse af- 
ter careful consideration. Very few of us, he writes, would, 
upon deep reflection, say that it is our innermost desire in 
life to work incredibly hard at a job we dislike in order to 
possess the latest consumer products. Yet this is precisely 
the life our society encourages. From early childhood on- 
ward, advertisers expertly instill within us a set of values, 
preferences and desires that are not our own, but those 
that corporations wish us to have. As a result, our true 


ideals become increasingly neglected and stigmatized. 
This denial of our moral selves, Hamilton believes, can 
largely explain the discontent increasingly prevalent in af- 
fluent societies. 


Empirical support for these ideas can be found in the work 
of Martin Seligman, the world-renowned psychologist and 
expert in the study of happiness. After years of research, 
Seligman has proposed that a major component of happi- 
ness is having meaning in our lives, which is achieved by 
being devoted to something larger than ourselves. This 
complements Hamilton's arguments well. The things we 
devote ourselves to and derive meaning from will doubt- 
lessly be linked with our inner values. And if devoting our- 
selves to things we deeply value is an important part of 
happiness, it seems only obvious that failing to do so - and 
living in societies that actively discourage us from doing so 
= would lead to unhappiness. 


Inessence, the research suggests if you feel that you 
should be taking certain actions or that you are not living 
up to your true ideals, you will probably be a happier per- 
son if you take those actions and live up to those ideals. It’s 
simple, really. But also quite important. 





We, the humans alive today, are very likely the last gen- 
eration that will be able to mitigate climate change and 
stave off global ecosystem collapse. Our responsibility 

is enormous. Yet while our politicians procrastinate and 
our polluting industries and lifestyles continue to expand 
heedless of the risks, many of us remain dormant. A small 
section of our society is alive to the issue and politically 
active, but climate change activists are still far too few to 
bring about the changes we desperately need, 





Our greatest hope, then, may be that Hamilton and 
Seligman are right, that our societies harbor an enormous 
number of people who are failing to live up to their inner 
ideals and are unhappy as a result. If that is truly the case, 
the salvation offered by Tim DeChristopher in Salt Lake 
City is real. Standing up and acting upon our deepest ide- 
als ~ and fighting back against the forces systematically 
destroying our environment - would not only allow our 
species to continue to survive and flourish on planet Earth, 
it would also make us happier and more free. Matching our 
sentiments with actions, as Edward Abbey may have said if 
he had been more optimistically inclined, will give us the 
feeling of real life pulsing through our veins and make our 


-souls sing. 


Paul Connor is an activist, musician and postgraduate 
Philosophy student from Melbourne, who in 2009, 
cofounded and participated in Climate Justice Fast! He 
blogs at pauleonnor.org. 
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philosophers whose political theories breathe 
new life into the revolutionary project. We speak 
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Maoist and a post-Lacanian-Leninist, whose 
carefully considered political philosophy revives 
the ideals of egalitarian-communism and heralds 
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Badiou's two-part magnum opus Being and Event 
and Logics of Worlds, In the preface to the latter 
work, Badiou hypothesizes that there are four 
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voluntarism; and trust in the people. And Zizek 
takes up with gusto the task of applying these 
Peek leche sonoma cum acs 
roadmap for insurrectionary anticonsumerism is 
invigorating in its breadth and intensity. 
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overturns the “established hierarchies of power 
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tight to consume a greater percentage of the 
world's resources. This entails “worldwide norms 
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development. 


The second stage is revolutionary terror, the “will 
Roker Maou Rema N ol Meare lel) 
persuasively that we cannot have equality and 
sustainability without disciplined terror against 
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courage to impose a limitation on the “freedom” of 
wanton consumption that has brought humanity to 
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“ruthless punishment of all those who violate the 
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The third phase responds to the question of how these 
changes will be accomplished, Badiou and Zizek propose 
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ignoring ‘objective’ laws and obstacles.” For too long has our 
emancipatory project been dismissed because it violates the 
‘so-called “laws” of neoclassical economics and the limitations. 
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where there is a will there is a way and that the “only way to 
confront the threat of the ecological catastrophe is by means 
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people, the demos of democracy. In rejecting reactionary 
politics that harbors “antipopular suspicion or the fear of the. 
masses,” we uphold the conviction that “the large majority 

of the people support these severe measures, see them as 
their own, and are ready to participate in their enforcement.” 
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foundation that keeps us from repeating the tragic failures of 
the past. 
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a clear strategic statement for attaining our movement's 
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perversion of ideals is possible, and a seemingly slight 
distortion, such as the one that trusts “the People” abstractly 
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project into another army of oppression. To ward off this evil 
requires a firm, unwavering commitment to the egalitarian 
nature of our movement. Further, it demands fidelity to 

the mental environmentalist's founding intuition: That our 
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occupation of our minds builds the sweatshops on their land. 


That is why we dream of nothing less than a global emancipation, 
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In all revolutions, the agents of change — usually a small core of 
fired-up individuals — reach a personal point of reckoning where 
to do nothing becomes harder than to step forward. Then come 
the televised actions, the rebellions on campus, the random acts 
of defiance in high schools, supermarkets, malls, workplaces. 
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escalate. Momentum builds. 


And finally the revolution ignites. Very often the ignition spark 
is a single symbolic act that takes the old power structure by 
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line of tanks in Tiananmen Square. Nelson Mandela walks out of 
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‘The biggest impediment to revolution is a personal one: our 
own deep-seated feelings of cynicism and impotence. How can 
anything “I” do possibly make a difference? Most of us have 
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ina familiar world, we cannot imagine another. It’s hard to see 
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that sooner or later will fall and be succeeded — but this process 
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We don't need a million activists to jumpstart this revolution. We 
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moment and pulls off a set of well-coordinated strategic moves. 
We need a certain level of collective disillusionment (a point 

I think we have now reached) and then we need the leaders of 

the affluent, “First” world nations to fumble a world crisis like 
global warming, a stock market crash or a nuclear standoff in the 
Middle East. By waiting for the right moment and then jamming 
in unison, a global network ofa few hundred of us can pull the 
coup off. We create a sudden, unexpected moment of truth — a 
mass reversal of perspective; a global mindshift — from which the 
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Kalle Lasn 











CARNIVALESQUE REBELLION 


WE SHUT THE WORLD DOWN FOR A WEEK 


MOWEVER DESPERATE 
THE SITUATION AND 
CIRCUMSTANCES, DON'T 
DESPAIR. WHEN THERE IS 
EVERYTHING TO FEAR, 
BE UNAFRAID. WHEN 
RROUNDED BY 


SU 

DANGERS, FEAR NONE 
OF THEM.WHEN WITHOUT 
RESOURCES, DEPEIND 
ON RESOURCEFULNESS. 
WHEN SURPRISED, TAKE 
THE ENEMY ITSELF BY 
SURPRISE. t 





